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Introduction 

 Generally, a fishery is an entity engaged in 
raising or harvesting fish which is determined 
by some authority to be a fishery. According 
to the FAO, a fishery is typically defined in 
terms of the "people involved, species or type 
of fish, area of water or seabed, method of 
fishing, class of boats, purpose of the 
activities or a combination of the foregoing 
features". The definition often includes a 
combination of fish and fishers in a region, 
the latter fishing for similar species with 
similar gear types. 



A salmon fishery with salmon 
spawning within the Becharof 
Wilderness in southwestern 
Alaska 



Professional Prospects 

 A fishery may involve the capture of wild 
fish or raising fish through fish farming or 
aquaculture. Directly or indirectly, the 
livelihood of over 500 million people in 
developing countries depends on fisheries 
and aquaculture. Overfishing, including 
the taking of fish beyond sustainable 
levels, is reducing fish stocks and 
employment in many world regions. 



Issues that our Profession will 
face 

  

  

 

Most fisheries are wild fisheries, but farmed fisheries are 
increasing. Farming can occur in coastal areas, such as with oyster 
farms, but more typically occur inland, in lakes, ponds, tanks and 
other enclosures. 



Definition 
 
 

Fisheries is a place where fish are reared for commercial purposes. 
(or) a fishing ground or area where fish are caught. (or) 
the occupation or industry of catching or rearing fish. 



 Fisheries are harvested for their value 
(commercial, recreational or subsistence). 
They can be saltwater or freshwater, wild 
or farmed. Examples are the salmon 
fishery of Alaska, the cod fishery off the 
Lofoten islands, the tuna fishery of the 
Eastern Pacific, or the shrimp farm 
fisheries in China. Capture fisheries can 
be broadly classified as industrial scale, 
small-scale or artisanal, and recreational. 
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