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Introduction 
 

 Marine biology is the scientific study of 
organisms in the ocean or other marine or 
brackish bodies of water. Given that in biology 
many phyla, families and genera have some 
species that live in the sea and others that live 
on land, marine biology classifies species based 
on the environment rather than on taxonomy. 
Marine biology differs from marine ecology as 
marine ecology is focused on how organisms 
interact with each other and the environment, 
while biology is the study of the organisms 
themselves. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Coral reefs form complex marine ecosystems 
with tremendous biodiversity 



Marine Habitats 

 Marine habitats can be divided into 
coastal and open ocean habitats. 

 Intertidal zones, those areas close to 
shore, are constantly being exposed and 
covered by the ocean's tides. A huge 
array of life lives within this zone. 

 



Professional Prospects 

 The marine ecosystem is large, and thus 
there are many sub-fields of marine 
biology. Most involve studying 
specializations of particular animal 
groups, such as phycology, invertebrate 
zoology and ichthyology. 



Main aim of marine biology 

An active research topic in marine biology is to 
discover and map the life cycles of various 
species and where they spend their time. Marine 
biologists study how the ocean currents, tides 
and many other oceanic factors affect ocean life 
forms, including their growth, distribution and 
well-being. This has only recently become 
technically feasible with advances in GPS and 
newer underwater visual devices. 



Definition 
Marine biology is a branch of biology and is closely 
linked to oceanography. It also encompasses many 
ideas from ecology. Fisheries science and marine 
conservation can be considered partial offshoots of 
marine biology (as well as environmental studies). 
Marine Chemistry, Physical oceanography and 
Atmospheric sciences are closely related to this field. 
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