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Dr. Vera SF Chan is a cellular immunologist. In receiving the Croucher Foundation 

Scholarship, She obtained her PhD training in the area of T cell immunology in 

autoimmunity at the University of Oxford, UK.  Dr. Chan then continued post-

doctoral training to study T cell activation and tolerance mechanisms in 

autoimmunity at the Ontario Cancer Institute, University of Toronto with the support 

of the Croucher Foundation Fellowship. In 2006, she was recruited as a Lecturer at 

Imperial College London, UK and in 2010, she re-joined her alma mater in 

Department of Medicine, the University of Hong Kong. Over the years, Dr. Chan 

has broadened her research interest in innate receptors, specifically in the role of 

the C-type lectin pathogen receptors DC-SIGN and L-SIGN in infectious diseases.  

She is currently an Assistant Professor in the Division of Rheumatology and Clinical 

Immunology, with the research focus on the cellular immuno-dysregulation in lupus 

pathogenesis and innate receptor immunology. 



 

Innate receptors in autoimmunity: understanding the 

interactions of C-type lectin receptors and Toll-like receptors 

and their roles in autoimmune diseases 

Mechanistic studies on cellular immuno-dysregulation in SLE 

Development of humanized-mouse models for autoimmune 

diseases pathogenesis study and for testing new 

therapeutics 

Development of immuno-therapeutics for treatment of SLE 



1998-2000 - The Croucher Foundation (Hong 

Kong) Fellowship 

1997-1998 - The Edward Jenner Institute for 

Vaccine Research (UK) Studentship 

1994-1997- The Croucher Foundation (Hong 

Kong) Scholarship 

1993-1994 - The Hong Kong-Oxford Scholarship 

Fund Bursaries for Post-graduate 
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 General Research Fund, HKRGC: The role of regulatory microRNAs 
in plasmacytoid dendritic cell functions in systemic lupus 
erythematosus immunopathogenesis. 2013-15(co-I; HK$692,826) 

 Seed Funding for Basic Research, HKU: Molecular profiling of 
pathogenic dendritic cells development in systemic lupus 
erythematosus. 2012-13 (PI:, for HK$61,100) 

 General Research Fund, HKRGC: Functional characterization of the 
novel C-type lectinlike receptor CLEC16A and its expression 
association in systemic lupus erythematosus.2011-2014 (PI, for HK$ 
980,000) 

 Seed funding for Basic Research, University of Hong Kong: 
Development of a humanized mouse systemic lupus erythematosus 
model for studying disease pathogenesis and evaluation of 
therapeutic treatment efficacy. 2011-2013 (PI, for HK$120,000). 



 

 Hammersmith Hospital Trustees’ Research Committee Grant, UK: 

Differentiation and development of lung stem/progenitor cells from 

human embryonic cell line – a model for studying pathogenesis for 

SARS and H5N1 infection. 2008-2009 (PI, for £10,000). 

 CRCG, University of Hong Kong: The study of co-stimulatory function 

of sonic hedgehog in CD4+ T lymphocytes. 2003-2004 (Co-I, for 

HK$68,000). 

 SARS Fund, University of Hong Kong: The effect of SARS-associated 

coronavirus Spike protein on immune regulation of SARS. 2003 (Co-I, 

for HK$150,000) 
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