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Introduction
Games nourishment gathers basic vitality in light of the fact 

that long before inadequacy manifestations begin seeming, physical 
exhibition decays. It might not be reasonable to think regarding least 
ought to keep the blood levels or chemical levels at ordinary points of 
confinement. Rather endeavours ought to be made to figure out the level 
beneath which physical exhibition begins appearing. The level, which 
allows the jock to attain the greatest conceivable physical exhibition, 
ought to be the base level pointed in the games nourishment [1].

An optimal eating methodology may be described as one in which 
the supply of needed supplements is satisfactory to blanket vigor use, 
and for tissue support, repair and development. The wholesome needs 
vary from single to single dependent upon age, sex, form measure 
and arrangement, occupation, physiological condition and so forth. 
Nourishing necessities of jocks might as well look into the particular 
vigor prerequisites of a specific wear and stage of preparing and 
additionally by the player's dietary inclination. There is neither man 
nor woman specific eating regimen" for optimal wears exhibition. 
Nonetheless, sound nourishing guidelines must be followed in 
arranging and assessing nourishment admission of a contender.

Numerous mentors make dietary suggestions dependent upon 
their particular "sentiments" and past encounters as opposed to depend 
on accessible experimental confirmation.

This issue is aggravated by the way that players frequently have 
either lacking or erroneous informative content concerning judicious 
dietary rehearses and the part of particular supplements in the eating 
regimen. Usually, jocks don't need supplemental supplements past 
those acquired from an adjusted eating regimen. The added calories 
needed for activity might be acquired from a mixture of nutritious 
sustenance’s of the competitor's decision.

It is decently reported that the rate of vigor metabolism expands to 
the extent that 20 fold from basal level throughout top exhibition. Then 
again, the player may not utilize this abnormal amount of vigor for long 
periods. It is for the most part collected that a normal games individual 
needs more than 80% of his maximal limit for short periods and 70% of 
limit for extensive times of time. It is likewise pivotal at this crossroads 
to look after homeostasis and lactic harsh corrosive tolerance in the 
blood. In addition this, irrefutably the level of maximal Vo2 uptake is 
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Abstract
The paper is highlighting the Nutrition Role in Sports performance and Fitness and this is the investigation of 

sustenance’s and supplements and their impact on health, development, and advancement of the single person. 
Games Nutrition applies nourishment standards to brandish with the goal of expanding exhibition. Games identified 
fitness includes abilities that are vital for games exhibition. The aforementioned abilities are game particular 
neuromuscular engine abilities for example deftness, timing and exactness, offset, speed, quality, control, and 
persistence. Specificity of preparing includes preparing the aforementioned parts and also the health parts that will 
be straightforwardly required for one's wear.

Diets have been endorsed for diverse classifications of games relying on the form weight and vigor needs. 
The recent will change from 3000 calories for expertise recreations to 7000 calories for force occasions of super 
substantial class the opposite, abundance vitamins or minerals. I endeavoured to highlight the Nutrition Role in 
Sports performance and Fitness in the present days for athletes.

Nutrition Role in Sports Performance and Fitness
Prabhakaran M* and Shashi Kumar S 
Bangalore University, Bangalore, India

the most essential measure of exhibition. Subsequently it is the key to 
recognize all the aforementioned variables (physical, physiological, 
wear specificity and so forth) in proposing dietary stipends not just to 
enhance the extreme exhibition in every single contender, and yet to 
realize alluring figure estimate and creation suitable to the occasion. 
Likewise, the post occasion dietary needs of players are additionally 
significant for repair and recovery of the tissue and renew the glycogen 
stores.

Thus, it is critical to uphold fitting records of weight control plans 
truly expended by the players and updates in their physique synthesis 
and physiological parameters in connection to exhibition. That might 
assist in arranging and fighting lack of healthy sustenance issues by 
adjusting their eating methodologies time-to-time to realize optimal 
exhibition.

The sustenance organization for jocks eat less with extraordinary 
reference to vigor commitment from carb, protein and oversized 
changes from occasion to occasion i.e., 55-65% of sugar, 12-15% 
of protein (of which 55-60% from creature protein) and 25-30% of 
oversized. The proportion between the aforementioned macronutrients 
must be balanced time to time hinging on the requirements of the 
single player keeping in perspective occasion specificity to accomplish 
alluring figure measure and structure, and optimal exhibition levels.

Meaning of Energy Requirements
It is a created certainty that sustenance plays an imperative 

part in physical exhibition, separated from preparing and other 
identified segments. On the other hand, in the Indian connection, 
games sustenance is yet to be distinguished as a paramount part of 
preparing project, and seems to be expansively dismissed. Unless 
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vigor admission underpins the preparation and intense agendas 
which will permit the competitor to attain his or her individual most 
effectively. Administering satisfactory vigor levels, weight reduction 
and weight addition can have significant effect on games exhibition. 
Mentors, competitors, and games researchers are everything intrigued 
by the vigor prerequisites of competitors and noteworthy commitment 
has been made not just in distinguishing dietary needs, particularly 
vigor, throughout the games period and yet throughout the engaged 
recuperation stage, particularly in the improved nations The vigor 
necessity of an unique has been described by Who/fao/unu (1985) as 
the level of vigor admission from sustenance that will equalize vigor use 
when the distinctive has a figure size and piece, and level of physical 
action, dependable with lifelong exceptional health, and that will take 
into account support of monetarily vital and socially attractive physical 
activity [5].

To test the suitability of the aforementioned suggestions orderly 
studies were completed in a staged way relating to vigor use example 
of Indian competitors (national & global level). The principal such 
concentrate on vigor allow, vigor consumption and physical action 
example was directed on three chose aggregations of national level 
players (senior ladies hockey, lesser men hockey and senior track 
sportspeople) standing for India in the worldwide occasions at J.N. 
Stadium, New Delhi throughout 1987. The study uncovered that all 
the three aggregations of players were in the positive vigor adjust. 
Nonetheless, there were contrasts in their force of physical action 
design, as the ladies hockey players were experiencing extraordinary 
preparing after the national meet, the men hockey players were in their 
precompetitive rest stage soon after their flight to Russia and the ladies 
track sportspeople were in their post-rivalry rest stage promptly after 
their come back from Rome. The mean sum day by day vigor use level 
was 54.8, 48.7 and 46.1 Kcal, in ladies hockey; men hockey and ladies 
track players individually when communicated regarding unit figure 
weight. While the mean form weights were 51.1, 57.6 and 40.2 kg in 
ladies hockey, men hockey and ladies track competitors individually. 
Subsequently, the study prescribes that the vigor needs of competitors 
shift dependent upon the order (sort of occasion) and season of game 
notwithstanding age, figure estimate and organization and sex. Then 
again, the so far accessible dietary guidelines/ suggestions for jocks 

legitimate consideration is given to healthful needs dependent upon 
the exploratory confirmation it won't be conceivable for Indian 
competitors to match worldwide principles.

In this course, National Institute of Nutrition (NIN), Hyderabad; 
Netaji Subhas National Institute of Sports (NIS), Patiala; Defence 
Institute of Physiology and Allied Sciences (DIPAS) [2] have 
made logical studies to distinguish the sustenance needs of Indian 
competitors. Since 1983 Nin has been instructing the Sports Authority 
concerning India (SAI), a head brandishes bureau in the nation, and 
additionally the Sports Council in Andhra Pradesh, every now and 
then, on games nourishment and readiness of menus for the diverse 
games disciplines.

NIN-studies/Recommendations
The introductory Nin suggestions of 1983 on games nourishment 

were dependent upon speculative qualities and suppositions made by the 
specialists in the field. Therefore, in the year 1987, a games nourishment 
workshop was held at NIN in a joint effort with SAI. Throughout this 
workshop it was chosen that the game occasions ought to be isolated 
into five classifications rather than two classifications (power and non-
control occasions) and that vigor remittances for Indian sportspeople 
ought to be dependent upon the vigor use levels as recommended by 
Fao/who/ Unu (1985). This gave the heading to carryout precise studies 
to assess the vigor use example of Indian sportspeople. Throughout 
this time the Committee had utilized the ready informative content on 
the vigor expenses of games exercises substantially from the western 
written works. The informative content is given in Tables 1 and 2. 
The vigor prerequisite of a distinctive has been characterized by Who/
fao/unu (1985) as 'the level of vigor admission from sustenance that 
will equalize vigor consumption when the distinctive has a figure size 
and arrangement, and level of physical movement, unvarying with 
lifelong great health, and that will take into consideration support 
of financially vital and socially alluring physical activity'. Universal 
sustenance measures for sportspeople don't exist [3]. The benchmarks 
used by researchers assessing dietary admission of jocks incorporate 
guidelines from their separate nations, who proposals, and as a rule, 
the prescribed dietary recompenses created by the National Research 
Council. For the genuine aggressive contender, worries about vigor 
go past health or socially alluring physical action [4]. It is basic that 

CATEGORY EVENTS

BATCH-I POWER EVENTS OF HIGHER WEIGHT CATEGORY (80 KG AND ABOVE) WEIGHT LIFTING, BOXING, WRESTLING, JUDO, THROWING 
EVENTS

BATCH-II ENDURANCE EVENTS: MARATHON, LOGN DISTANCE RUNNING, AND WALKING ROAD CYCLING, ROWING MIDDLE AND LONG 
DISTANCE SWIMMING

BATCH-III TEAM EVENTS, ATHLETICS AND POWER EVENTS OF MIDDLE WEIGHT CATEGORY (65KG): HOCKEY, FOOT BALL VOLLEY BALL, 
BASKETBALL, TENNIS, SPRINTS, JUMPERS, BOXING WRESTLING WEIGHT LIFTING, JUDO AND SWMMING

BATCH-IV EVENTS OF LIGHT WEIGHT CATEGORY: GYMNASTICS, TABLE TENNIS, YATCHING, BOXING, WRESTILING, WEIGHT LIFTING AND JUDO
BATCH-V SKILL GAMES SHOOTING, ARCHERY AND EQUESTRAIN

Table 1: Classification of sports and games according to energy expenditure.

EVENT CATEGORY WEIGHT (KGS)
ENERGY ALLOWANCES CALORIES RATIO

Kcal/kg/day Kcal/day CHO PROT FAT
Batch-I 85 70 6000 55 15 30
Batch-II 65 80 5200 60 15 25*
Batch-III 65 70 4500 60 15 25
Batch-IV 60 60 3600 65 15 20
Batch-V 60 50 3000 55 15 30

*= GLYCOGEN LOADING

Table 2: Average body weight and energy expenditure levels assumed and allowance suggested.
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were dependent upon one an opportunity focus just, for the most part 
keeping in perspective the focused stage of preparing.

To verify the effects, further studies were launched on track 
contenders (sprinters, centre separation and long remove runners) from 
Sports Authority of Andhra Pradesh (SAAP). The jocks were followed 
in their three stages of preparing viz., move stage (Tp), pre-competition 
stage (Pp) and rivalry stage (Cp) on a consistent foundation. The effects 
of the study likewise affirm the prior perceptions. What's more, it is 
obvious from the study, that the Basal Metabolic Rate (BMR), Vo2 
max, Work Ratemax (Wrmax) and vigor consumption levels expanded 
with the increment in the preparation force from the Tp to Pp (7%-
29% in distinctive occasions) and further to Cp from Tp (20-63%) in 
diverse occasions. It is obvious that the BMR and add up to every day 
vigor consumption levels expanded extensively with the expansion in 
preparing force from Tp to Cp. The aggregate day by day vigor use 
expanded to the tune of 13-27% from move to pre-competition stage 
and 30% to 48% from Tp to Cp i.e. the variety regarding calories might 
run from 800 to 1100 Kcal for every day. Acknowledging the Tdee 
regarding unit form weight it could be watched that the qualities were 
discovered to be 43-49% in Tp; 49-58% in Pp; 54-67% in Cp.

Henceforth, it is apparent that the vigor recompense for 
sportspeople change from stage to stage dependent upon the force of 
preparing and sort of occasion. Thusly, it is proposed that distinctive 
levels of vigor necessities ought to be figured for distinctive stages and 
diverse occasions independently unlike the prior suggestions of single 
prerequisites. Since prescribed suggestions in the Appendices compare 
to aggressive stage of preparing just it is decidedly suggested to lessen 
the necessities correspondingly dependent upon the stage of preparing 
(Tp and Pp) to touch base at proposed necessities.

Studies on National Level Boxers
Boxing, wrestling and judo are fundamentally control occasions 

that goes under weight control class. Shockingly, most mentors and 
players are not overall updated on wholesome and weight control 
methods and are accompanying improbable means. There is a need 
to receive deductive techniques to realize attractive figure weight and 
creation by method of periodical appraisal of anthropometry and 
figure creation joined with legitimate and viable weight control systems 
for sportspeople in the aforementioned classifications.

The informative content ready from different sources on vigor 
necessities of planet class sportspeople particularly in weight class 
is excessively summed up and can't be material to our players. 
Accordingly, there is an instantaneous need to distinguish the Rda 
for vigor for the boxers dependent upon age, sex, occasion, stage of 
preparing and level of investment, to furnish best vigor to look after 
attractive form weight, structure, exceptional health to realize crest 
exhibition. In perspective of the essentialness of the setting, this study 
was done to survey physical, physiological productivity and vigor 
remittances of boxers throughout their diverse stages of preparing in 
the national camp before the national amusements 2002.

The outcomes of the study uncover that there was redistribution 
in the figure synthesis with a huge build in lean mass, with decrease 
in oversized mass, as a result of preparing. On the other hand, when 
contrasted with worldwide boxers the present bloated were discovered 
to be higher by no less than 8-10%.

It has been watched that unscientific weight diminishment practices 
are received in weight classification dons like boxing, weight lifting, 
wrestling and so forth. Case in point in the study on Boxers it was 

uncovered that the vigor admission level were generously lower than 
the vigor exhausted by them bringing about elevated negative vigor 
adjust, in an undertaking to decrease form weight. Such enterprises 
to diminish weight joined together with deliberate lack of hydration 
inside short period can have conflicting repercussions on exhibition 
and resulting recuperation. Weight lessening must be arranged over 
a time of time by changes in vigor allow and vigor consumption levels 
under strict logical supervision.

The studies uncovered, that there are extensive between unique 
varieties in preparing power appropriated by the players in a given 
preparing docket. Subsequently, it was prescribed to build individualized 
accelerating system of preparing acknowledging the sportspeople form 
weight, Lbm and beginning fitness levels to give optimal/peak load to 
all jocks to accomplish optimal work exhibition. The vigor necessities 
were essentially impacted by varieties in preparing load. Accordingly, 
periodical assessment of vigor needs is fundamental to prescribe 
vigor recompenses to screen attractive weight, organization and crest 
exhibition levels.

In spite of the fact that, all the physical and physiological parameters 
enhanced with incremental preparing load, the aforementioned 
contenders are far underneath the global guidelines. Subsequently, it is 
the key to select the competitors dependent upon deductive assessment 
with better body, invested with intrinsic physiological productivity and 
nurture them with fitting logical preparing and sufficient dietary inputs 
to attain elevated amount of sports exhibition in years to come.

In conclusion, in view of the studies did at Nin, it is apparent that, 
the BMR and add up to every day vigor use levels expanded impressively 
with the expansion in preparing force from Tp to Cp as demonstrated 
in Appendix-Iii. In this manner, there is a prompt need to revaluate/ 
modify the prescribed vigor recompenses for Indian jocks from the 
existing standards and to join stage clever recompenses in order to 
furnish optimal sustenance for upholding attractive form weight and 
arrangement, consequently realizing optimal exhibition. Further, 
multi-driven exploration concentrates on requirement to be consumed 
blanket the Indian competitors speaking for in both national and 
global occasions in order to assess and propose nourishing necessities. 
To expedite this national objective, a "Sports Nutrition Cell" may be 
secured at NIN.

Most ladies don't get enough of folate a manifestation of B 
vitamin, and folate inadequacy is connected to extreme neural-tube 
deserts in infants. This association is so solid that the U. S. Place for 
Disease Control and Prevention and the U.S. Sustenance and Drug 
Administration now prescribes that ladies take 400 micrograms of 
folate every day.

Soybeans could be added to the eating methodology as they holds 
phytoestrogens, which scrutinize has demonstrated can altogether 
lower terrible (Ldl) cholesterol and raise exceptional (Hdl) cholesterol.

Weight preparing is essential to the female competitor. Ladies need 
to adjust upper and lower figure weight to attain generally speaking 
figure quality. Weight lifting projects that are finished 2 or 3 times 
each week expansion skeletal substance thickness, diminish hefty, and 
enhance muscle definition. They can enhance don’s exhibition, as well.

Iron Deficiency Anaemia
Studies indicate that more than 50% of all ladies runners are 
lacking in iron

Hanging iron levels bring about weariness and unfortunate 
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perseverance, since the blood is unable to convey oxygen as proficiently 
to working muscles. Feeling chilled or icy may be an additional mark 
that presses is level. In spite of the fact that misfortunes of this

Sustenance for female athletes -a special consideration

The perfect eating regimen is dependent upon the lady's weight 
and comprises of rates of different nourishment sorts corresponding to 
that weight. When all is said in done, for female players, the prescribed 
recompenses for macronutrients are comparative to those suggested 
for male partners. The macronutrient necessities could be worked out 
as takes after.

Sugars: Take form weight in kilograms and after that reproduces 
it (her physique weight) by 10. This gives the amount of grams of 
carbohydrates in the eating methodology. This makes starches about 
70% of the lady's day by day calories. A player's physique needs more 
vigor and the human figure utilizes carbs as its fundamental fuel.

Proteins: Proteins consumption (grams) ought to be 1.0 to 1.5 
times the form weight. These methods 10-15% of calories originate 
from protein, in spite of the fact that some have raised this to 20-25%.

Hefty: About 20-30% of aggregate calories may as well originate 
from large. Forethought ought to be taken on account of micronutrients 
particularly press and calcium, due to extra physiological requests of 
female players. Notwithstanding iron and calcium the dinners vital 
mineral happen throughout feminine cycle and in various minor 
routes, absence of iron in the eating methodology is the undoubtedly 
explanation for lack, as studies show that ladies separation runners as a 
rule get less than the Rda of 15 milligrams.

It is suggested that haemoglobin levels, a test demonstrating pallor 
(measuring qualities called haemoglobin and haematocrit) ought to be 
as often as possible screened. Ferritin testing might as well take after any 
flat haemoglobin/haematocrit readings in female players. Preparing 
makes the liquid in the blood expansion. This "weakens" the red 
platelets (Rbc), so there has all the earmarks of being an iron deficiency 
when there is definitely not. The point when female player is pale, her 
exhibition level weakens. Along these lines, iron-rich sustenance’s, 
dietary supplements, and vitamin C (which assists assimilate iron) 
ought to be incorporated in their eating regimens.

Female athlete triad

A genuine issue for female players is regarded as the "female 
competitor triad". It is an imparted relationship to consuming 
disarranges, menstrual issues, and stress breaks. It starts with intensely 
limited consuming and extreme workouts. The aforementioned three 
issues are of developing concern, particularly because of the expanding 
force on pre-adult young ladies to keep up a "perfect" form weight.

Female contenders need to food their forms well assuming that 
they need to anticipate the issues of the triad. They need to consume 
a considerable number, little, flat oversized dishes. Modest dinners 
consumed regularly will stop hunger strings, give fuel and liquid for 
workouts, and increment the metabolic rate. They may as well consume 
five times each day, i.e. three dinners and two snacks. Studies have 
demonstrated that this aides in keeping the weight consistent, enhances 
memory, cognitive expertise and work exhibition.

Amenorrhea is the absence of menstrual periods. A bigger number 
of female sportspeople have amenorrhea as contrasted with 5% of ladies 
in the all-inclusive community. An expected 25 percent of ladies runners 
end up being amenorrhea sometime or another. Why contenders here 
and there quit having their periods or quit having them normally is not 

grasped, yet it is a well-known sensation. The diminished oestrogen 
levels connected with amenorrhea may be the explanation for rash 
osteoporosis discovered around female competitors.

The conceivable updates needed to continue menses incorporate 
practicing 5 to 15% less and consuming a little more. Provided that 
preparation is completely ceased, as may happen in the event of harm, 
period may be continued inside a couple of months. Some amenorrhea 
sportspeople have continued menses by basically practicing less and 
putting on no weight or picking up less than 2 kg. This little measure of 
weight addition is sufficient to attain better health.

Junior athlete’s nutrition

Exceptional consideration must be given to the nourishment 
necessities of lesser competitors. The dietary needs of kids and young 
people contrast from those of mature people. The eating regimen 
must be such that it might as well deal with their development and 
development. As they develop and arrive at puberty, updates occur in 
the figure: form piece updates, fast development happens, and sexual 
development is attained. Young ladies pick up more muscle to fat 
ratio ratios than young men and young men pick up twice as much 
bulk throughout adolescence. The accompanying variables need to be 
considered by folks and mentors:

1. The vigor necessities for lesser competitors will be not the same 
as the vigor necessities for grown-ups. While working out the 
vigor necessities, a tyke's age, physical movement, weight and 
tallness ought to be considered.

2. Children and youths need more protein than mature people for 
development to deal with growth of bulk, muscle recovery and 
extra necessities because of games exercises. Protein admission 
ought to be 15-20% of sum vigor expended and up to 2 g/kg form 
weight in male teen competitors.

3. A mixed bag of nourishments ought to be devoured by 
youngsters and teenagers and this might deal with micronutrient 
necessities incorporating iron, calcium, and zinc. Nonetheless, in 
India, micronutrient inadequacies are broadly common and the 
lack can build throughout pre-adulthood and will conflictingly 
influence games exhibition.

4. Thusly, all consideration should be taken to guarantee that 
micronutrient necessities are completely met. This might be 
accomplished through devouring strengthened nourishments or 
in particular cases, through supplementation.

5. The eating methodology of adolescent contenders may as well 
comprise of dietary strand admission for example towering 
filament oats, entire grain breads, vegetables and foods grown 
from the ground. The dietary strand prerequisite might be 
landed at by adding 5 g to the age for youngsters more advanced 
in years than two years.

6. Adequate measure of liquids ought to be taken by youngsters 
to have better regulation of figure temperature and to forestall 
drying out and inconveniences going out from it. Liquids might 
be in the manifestation of water and wears drink. The last has the 
included focal point of giving carbs for muscle vigor, electrolytes, 
and will request progressively to youngsters because of taste and 
flavor.

Mind ought to be practiced to guarantee that lesser jocks are getting 
sufficient nourishment for development and brandishes exhibition 
through their eating methodology and they are not curtailing calories 
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as it might have extreme effect on their health for example menstrual 
issues, flat skeletal substance thickness and stress wounds. It is 
significant to guarantee that youngsters begin their day with breakfast, 
have snacks in mornings and nights, lunch and supper at general 
times and have more than enough liquids. A solid and development 
advertising eating regimen might as well incorporate grains, milk and 
dairy items, lean meat, fish, poultry, eggs and vegetables, foods grown 
from the ground.

Proposals for healthy nutrition for athletes

1. The significance of sustenance in games not the same as that or 
male jocks. Anyhow mind exhibition ought to be distinguished 
and must be taken in appreciation of calcium and iron sufficient 
offices furnished to guarantee that admission on account of 
the supplemental physiological jocks accept the right kind and 
measure of requests of female sportspeople. What's more, dish 
nourishment ought to be rich in B12, folate and zinc.

2. Choice of contenders ought to be finished on investigative 
assessment for better physic supplied diverse. Specifically, 
they need increasingly with inalienable physiological 
proficiency. Fitting protein (2 g for every kg of figure weight) 
to take experimental preparing projects ought to be conceived 
forethought of infrastructure of bulk, muscle with sufficient 
sustenance inputs to expand recovery and the extra necessities 
exhibition because of games exercises. Lesser players might as 
well.

3. Figure creation and figure weight ought to be fitting for the 
particular brandish for which the jock has been chosen and the 
aforementioned ought to be upgraded through preparing and 
sustenance.

4. In above all preparation scenarios, jocks of the same occasion 

gain the same sort of preparing agendas. This accelerates varieties 
in preparing load appropriated by the jocks because of weight 
contrasts. Thus single preparing dockets ought to be received.

5. There ought to be periodical medicinal check-up of contenders 
to survey updates in figure weight, figure piece, micronutrient 
equalization, lipid profile, and so forth according to the eating 
regimen and Excess weight can counteract crest exhibition 
preparing. For this reason every jock might as well uphold his 
dietary history and preparing dockets and submit duplicates to 
the preparation foundation.

6. Diets have been endorsed for diverse classifications of games 
relying on the form weight and vigor needs. The recent will 
change from 3000 calories for expertise recreations to 7000 
calories for force occasions of super substantial class the opposite, 
abundance vitamins or minerals.

7. Sustenance for female contenders is not altogether different from 
that or male jocks. Anyway mind must be taken in appreciation 
of calcium and iron allow as a result of the supplemental 
physiological requests of female contenders.
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