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With recent news in the UK of a down-turn in the number of people misusing drugs, it is timely to take stock of the evolution 
of addictions services in the UK. This paper will look at the development of services in the UK from the establishment of 

the first UK National Health Service Drug clinic established at the Maudsley by Phillip Connell in the late 1960s, through the hey-
day of rehabilitation approaches and then to community facing paradigm of harm-minimization. Drawing on personal clinical 
experiences (working with Griffith Edwards, Phillip Connell and colleagues from 1981 onwards) and key witness accounts (not 
previously published) this paper will unfold the story of addiction treatment against the back drop of government policy. Popular 
and cultural representations of addiction from films to high profile casualties, including the deaths of a number of Members of 
Parliament’s children, will provide a context to the way in which health and social services have responded. The phases in the 
evolution of drug addiction treatment will be mapped to the question of effectiveness. It will be argued that the failure to curb the 
rise of addiction might point to an iatrogenic effect, possibly exacerbated by drifts in intervention paradigms.  In accounting for 
the more recent changes in the drug habits of young people, what can history tell us? This paper will offer some speculations on 
implications for services, and the role of preventative education programs.
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