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Changing tides: Shifting trend in black adolescent drug use
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Substance abuse has been a topic of great concern over the past 15 years. Current data suggests that prescription of drug 
use is higher among European Americans, particularly, among adolescents. Contemporary trends also suggest that there 

is an increase in use a mong young urban African Americans. The popularity of haphazard pill popping has been expressed 
in hip hop; for example, promethazine (lean) and MDMA (ecstasy or mollies). These drugs, combined with the increase in 
the prescription drugs such as xanax, oxycontin, percocet, all have been increasingly used among young African Americans. 
The recreational use of these opioid analgesics becomes even more problematic when accompanied by the use of alcohol.  The 
current study will investigate trends and shifts in drug use among young urban African Americans as well as discuss the need 
for practitioners and street-level recovery personnel to become educated regarding the deleterious impact of these new drugs. 
Moreover, the talk will discuss the long term psychological, social, and cognitive impacts of these during emerging adulthood.
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