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The role of analytical testing in maintaining food safety in the 
world today

The The world is becoming smaller every day and the challenge of providing a safe and nutritious food supply 
to over 7 billion people grows larger every day. The safety of the food supply continues to be a high priority 

for food manufacturers, testing providers, regulatory agencies, and appropriately so. With the emergence of new 
microbiological, chemical and physical contaminants, companies around the world are establishing more effective 
safety programs to address these issues and reduce risk factors. As part of these efforts, cutting-edge analytical 
methods are being developed to respond to emerging issues and improve food safety throughout the supply chain.

Analytical methods are a vital component of food safety programs. Officially-approved methods are 
continuously used to monitor for known issues. In response to new and emerging issues, new analytical methods 
are sometimes developed, and developed rapidly. Accurate data from sound analytical methods are required and 
critical to make sound decisions.  The inclusion of this requirement is the focus of this discussion. 
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