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Very little is known concerning the local people understanding of climate change and the consequences it places on their 
health and well-being. This paper analyzes how the people of the remote areas of Nepal perceive climate change as a human 

health risks. A cross-sectional study was conducted among 195 randomly selected respondents in ward number one, eight, and 
nine of Sardi Khola VDC of Kaski District between September and December 2012. Large percentages of respondents identified 
diarrhea (89%), allergies (69%), asthma and respiratory conditions (67%), malaria (65%), and sunburn (59%) as being associated 
with climate change. In addition, a large majority of respondents said that climate change poses a serious danger health impacts 
in their family (93%) and their community (92%). The study also showed that the respondents were more likely to see people in 
developing countries (93%) as being at risk than people in their own nation (90%). Increasing rates of serious disease (worldwide, 
91%) and water shortage (in Nepal, 86%) were seen as the most likely consequence of climate change over the next half century. 
Overall, this study shows that people have higher risk perception about climate change as a human health risk. Those who were 
literate (72%) and concerned about the issue of climate change (81%) perceived higher risk than those who were illiterate (25%), 
and not concerned about the climate change issue (18.2%). It is recommended that the government and the NGOs need to 
strengthen public health awareness about climate change.
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