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Insect interactions with true viviparous plant species such as Bruguiera gymnorrhiza, B. cylindrica,  Ceriops decandra, C. tagal, 
Rhizophora apiculata and R. mucronata; crypto-viviparous species such as Avicennia alba, A. officinalis, A. marina, Aegialitis 

rotundifolia and Aegiceras corniculatum; and non-viviparous species Sonneratia alba, S. apetala, Lumnitzera racemosa, Scyphiphora 
hydrophyllacea and Excoecaria agallocha; mangrove associates such as Acanthus ilicifolius, Caesalpinia crista, Clerodendrum inerme, 
Derris trifoliata, Ipomoea pes-caprae, I. tuba, Malachra capitata, Suaeda maritima, S. monoica and S. nudiflora were studied for 
pollination ecology.  Rhizophora species are offer only pollen as floral reward while all others both nectar and pollen as floral rewards. 
Acanthus, Aegialitis, Aegiceras, Avicennia, Bruguiera, Ceriops, Derris, Excoecaria, Lumnitzera, Caesalpinia, Ipomoea pes-caprae, 
Malachra, Scyphiphora and Suaeda are associated with bees, wasps, thrips, flies and butterflies.  These species utilize these insects for 
pollination while the insects utilize them as forage source. Bees and thrips use both pollen and nectar while wasps, flies and butterflies 
use only nectar.  Euplecta decussata utilizes Ipomoea pes-caprae pollen promoting out-crossing. Hawk moths use I. tuba as nectar 
source. The bees, Xylocopa and Anthophora rob nectar from Clerodendrum flowers and this foraging indirectly promotes out-crossing.  
Therefore, plant-insect interactions are important for the structural and functional integrity of mangrove forests.
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