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The aim of the study was to correlate clinical and histopathological features of different types of leprosy. Skin biopsies 
for the study were obtained from patients clinically diagnosed as leprosy. H and E stained sections were studied. Wade 

Fite staining for identifying the bacilli was done. After studying the histopathological features and noting the bacteriological 
status, the diagnosis of leprosy was confirmed and classified according to Ridley and Jopling classification. Clinicopathological 
correlation was done. 50 skin biopsies were studied over a period of 2 years. Borderline tuberculoid type was the commonest 
type of leprosy which constituted 38% biopsies followed by indeterminate leprosy (30%), borderline tuberculoid leprosy (10%), 
lepromatous leprosy (8%), tuberculoid tuberculoid (1.5%), histoid leprosy (6%) and borderline borderline type (2%). Most 
common clinical feature was loss of sensation followed by nerve thickening and hypopigmented skin lesions. Most of the 
biopsies were of pauci-bacillary type (72%) and the rest (28%) were of multi-bacillary type. Good concordance was observed 
in indeterminate leprosytype (100%) followed by borderline tuberculoid leprosy (69.2%). Least concordance was present in 
borderline lepromatous leprosy (55.5%). High Bacillary Index of 5+ to 6+ was noted in lepromatous and borderline lepromatous 
leprosy. Low bacillary index of 1+ was observed in borderline borderline type. Correlation of clinical and histopathological 
features along with bacteriological index appears more useful for accurate typing of leprosy than considering any of the single 
parameters alone. This helps the clinician for better care and management of the patients.
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