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The recent arrival of the target specific oral anticoagulants (TSOACS) offers potential advantages in the field of anticoagulation. 
However, there are no rapid and accurate and routinely available laboratory assays to evaluate their contribution to clinical 

bleeding. With the expanding clinical indications for the TSOACS, and the arrival of newer reversal agents on the market, the 
Emergency Clinician will need to be familiar with drug specifics as well as methods for anticoagulation reversal. This lecture 
offers a summary of the literature of animal studies and human trials and will present some practical strategies for the approach 
to the patient taking TSOACs and the management of bleeding in these specific cases.
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