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Background: Cervical cancer is a malignant neoplasm arising from cells originating in the cervix uteri. Unlike most cancers, cervical 
cancer has a central causal factor, which is the Human Papilloma Virus (HPV). The Papanicoloau (Pap) screening test is currently the 
most widely used diagnostic and screening tool in detecting the presence of cervical cancer.

Aim: The study aimed at investigating the five – year survival rate of cervical cancer patients treated at the Radiotherapy Center, 
Korle-Bu Teaching Hospital, Accra, Ghana.

Methods: A quantitative retrospective cohort design was used which involved reviewing 100 medical records of cervical cancer 
patients who received radiotherapy between 2007 and 2008 at the Radiotherapy center. Ethical approval was sought from the Ethics 
and Protocol Review Committee of School of Biomedical and Allied Health Sciences, University of Ghana Follow-up contacts were 
made to the patients to collect the data for the study. Where patients were not alive, their next of kin were interviewed. Descriptive 
statistics was used to determine frequencies and percentages of tumour stage, age and other factors and their effect on the overall 
survival rates of patients.

Results: The five-year survival rate of 41% was observed for all the patients. However, patients who received radical radiotherapy had 
a higher survival rate of 86.7%.

Conclusion: The age of the patients, the tumor stage, and the type of treatment used influenced the survival rate of patients.
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Investigating the causes of repeats in plain film radiography: A prospective study
Sara Salman, H M Qasim Younas and Farah Akram
Shaukat Khanum Memorial Cancer Hospital and Research Centre, Pakistan

Objective: Repeats have been a major obstacle in the way of good radiographic practice. It is essential to minimize the number of 
repeats performed on patients in order to minimize radiation hazards. This study was performed to investigate the causes of repeats 
so that improvement could be made in radiographic practice and the patient care delivered.

Methods: A prospective study was done to collect the data. In this study all types of X-rays performed in the Radiology Department 
of Shaukat Khanum Memorial Cancer Hospital and Research Centre were included. 100 repeat X-rays were included in the data and 
their causes were ruled out.

Results: The study revealed that 37% X-rays were repeated due to the presence of artifacts. The percentage of repeats due to overuse 
of collimation, lack of patient cooperation, poor inspiration/expiration and image quality were 26%, 20%, 10% and 7% respectively.

Conclusion: It is concluded that presence of artifacts and collimation were the two major reasons for repeats in plain film radiography. 
The findings from this study suggest that radiographers should optimize the image quality and should try to improve it without giving 
high doses of radiation to the patient. The region under examination should be cleared and all types of radio-opaque objects should be 
removed. The radiographers should thoroughly communicate the procedure to the patient ensuring maximum patient cooperation. 
This will help to improve the radiographic practice and consequently the patient care delivered.
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