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Needle stick injury among health care professionals in a Social Security Organization; Khalij-e-Fars 
hospital, Bandar abbas, Iran
Fatemeh Darsareh
Hormozgan University of Medical Sciences, Bandar Abbas, Iran

A needle stick injury which is the accidental puncture of the skin by a needle during a medical intervention is the most common 
cause of sharp injury events in the healthcare environment. Certain groups of individuals are at greater risk than others because 

of the nature of their work. A cross sectional study was conducted at the medical department of Social Security Organization, 
Khalij Fars hospital a 120 beds general hospital located in Bandar abbas the south harbor of Iran. This survey was based on a self 
administered questionnaire which was filled anonymously. The questionnaire covered the age, gender, educational level, occupation 
group, the details of need lestick injuries within the last 12 months, under each professional group, circumstances resulting in the 
sharps incident, the kind of activity and procedure under which the needle stick injury occurred, and the HBV vaccination status. 
Overall, 71 (31.7%) of respondents had experienced needle stick injury within the last 12 months. Only 32 (45.1%) of them reported 
the injury. Operation room was the most prevalent site of needle stick injuries occurrence (16.9%). The most needle stick injuries 
occurred during surgery (26.8%). There was a significant difference in case prevalence of needle stick injury among various job 
categories (p<0.05). Surgeons appeared to have the highest prevalence (66.7%). Needle stick injuries among health care workers are 
common and often not reported. These findings underscore the need for ongoing attention to reduce such injuries and to improve 
reporting systems.
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Solar Safety Gadgets : A Boon to Hill Families of Uttarakhand (India)
Janki Joshi* and Dr. Promila Sharma**
G.B. Pant University of Agriculture and Technology. Pantnagar, India

Uttarakhand is a hill state of India. There are dirt paths, stone steps, and goat trails wind through the hills for several kilometers 
before reaching some villages from the road but no proper lighting system and safety system available and if available with little 

number to manage activities related to household farm, livestock and income generating productive tasks. In such situation women 
have to work for cutting and carrying firewood from the forest and fetching of fodder and water during the night time also. In such 
harsh situation they are really sufferer. In the present study total 120 hill families were selested to study the injuries, accidents and 
health problem faced by hill families due to absence or poor lighting system. The record of last 10 years related to accidents and injuries 
due to poor lighting system were problem in studying, cooking, handling cattle during delivery, psychological fear, low productivity, 
wild animal bite to cattle/ poultry/other pet animal, fall/ slip outside while fetching of fodder and fuel. Beside these major illness and 
symptoms among respondents were night vision problem, eye irritation, blurred vision, eye strain, flickering of eyes, headache, and 
breathing problem. Chi-square tests showed that these problems, occurred due to poor lighting conditions and using kerosene lamp. 
Hence solar safety gadgets including solar safety belt and solar safety torch were designed to humanize the work of families.
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