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China has the largest number of international students in the world, which accounted for 25% of all international students. 
Canada is one of the four major countries where Chinese parents would send their children. According to China Counsel 

General, the number of Chinese overseas students in BC attained 50,000 in 2017. With the increased number of Chinese 
overseas students, many have involved in incidents. More than 31 oversea deaths around the world occurred in the last two 
years. Among them, Yu was announced that he died by suicide in 2017. Safety became a salient issue among Chinese young 
overseas students. The purpose of this study is to investigate 17-year-old student Yu Lin Hai case and discuss issues of mental 
health and safety in young overseas students.

Methods: A case study design was used. Seven interviews and field observation was conducted. Newspaper reports were 
collected. The case will be presented.

Discussion: It involves potential psycho-socio-cultural influencers.

Findings: Is Yu case a suicide or a murder? Recommendations for oversea young students include oversea preparation, safety 
education, cultural adaptation, rapid response to incidence, after crisis interventions and support from government and 
community.
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