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Is preoperative breast MR for staging breast cancer still helpful-Our experience

Preoperative planning for breast conservation including imaging and correlative pathology help to accurately stage the
patients with early stage 1 and stage 2 breast cancer. Preoperative breast MR for early breast cancer staging has been
compared with mammography and ultrasound for accuracy of staging. Accuracy of staging by imaging is reported to be
dependent on the presence or absence of an in situ component as well as ductal verse lobular pathology. At our institution
preoperative breast MR is performed following percutaneous needle biopsy for patients with high grade DCIS, invasive ductal
or lobular carcinoma, and with no extenuating co-morbidities. This practice has become standard for patients diagnosed
in our breast center as well as outside referrals since 2008. This now allows for 5 and 7 year retrospective evaluations for the
use of preoperative breast MR and its accuracy for staging. Other factors to be discussed for staging accuracy will include
effect of percutaneous needle biopsy on lesion size prior to breast MR or following breast MR, and the accuracy of lesion size
measurement depending on breast density.
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