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Patent protection of monoclonal antibodies useful to combat multidrug-resistant bacteria
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Over the past 10 years, there has been an increasing demand for biopharmaceuticals, especially monoclonal antibodies. The 
rate of these biological products was significantly higher than the rate of traditional pharmaceuticals. Biopharmaceuticals 

now account for more than 15% of the total market and there is a forecast that sales of biopharmaceuticals should exceed 
$250,000,000,000 by 2020. The growth in demand of these products can be justified by the high specificity of monoclonal 
antibodies and the need for researchers and the market to develop new products, new technologies that could be used to 
combat various diseases. Multidrug-resistant bacteria strains are a global problem and the use of monoclonal antibodies to 
combat hospital infections may be a valuable alternative to public health. Another important aspect is the patent protection of 
these new assets, especially in the Institute of Immunobiological Technology (Bio-Manguinhos), a unit of the Oswaldo Cruz 
Foundation (Fiocruz) responsible for research, innovation, technological development and production of vaccines, rapid test 
devices and biopharmaceuticals aimed at meeting the demands of national public health.
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