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The sea level changes in the Fiji Islands have been the focus at the UN conference on Our Oceans, Our Future on June 5-9, 
hosted by the governments of Sweden and Fiji, and will surely be in the focus again at the COP23 conference in Bonn, 

November 6-17, hosted by the Government of Fiji. This focus, however, was quite miss-directed,depending on models and 
preconceived ideas, and ignoring observational facts. Anticipating that this would be the case, we undertook a special sea level 
investigation in the Fiji Islands themselves, bringing forward evidenced-based observational facts on past and present sea level 
changes [1]. As an example of what we mean by evidence-based observa-tional facts, we refer to our paper on the sea level 
changes in the Indian Ocean [2], where we combine multiple observational facts like coastal morphology, stratigraphy, ecology, 
coastal dynamics, history, archaeology and radiocarbon dating. We have discussed the tide-gauge stations on the island of Vitu 
Levi [3] and coastal erosion on the Yasawa Islands [4]. Now we summarize our findings with respect to sea level changes [1, 5] 
as illustrated in Figure 1. The shores of the Yasawa Islands are characterized by a strong coastal stability [1, 4, 5]. The HTL is, on 
rocky coasts, marked by rock-cut platforms and under-cut notches and sea caves, indicative of multi-decadal sea level stability. 
At several places we observed the occurrence of coral “mini-atolls” with a living coral rim at 40-60 cm below LTL (Fig. 1).  The 
conclusion is that the regional eustatic ocean level has remained stable in the Fiji region for, at least, several decades, and that 
there do not exist any observational signs of any present on-going sea level rise. Anyone claiming the opposite does this for 
reasons other than evidence-based scientific observations. 
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