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Leaf, flower and fruit phenology of 21 thornscrub plant species across 13 yr.
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his work seeks to contribute to the knowledge of phenology of 21 species of thornscrub in northeastern Mexico, providing

information on three phenological stages (foliar, flowering and fruiting). For this purpose, percentage measurements were
made to a total of 105 individuals (five per species), within a University vegetation reserve in Northeastern Mexico. Data collection
was made every 15 days throughout thirteen years. The correlation between the percentages obtained from the phenological phases
and the temperature and precipitation variables were analyzed. Only two species presented seasonality in the three phenological
stages and ten more only produced fruits in the same season each year. Celtis pallida (Ulmaceae) and Zanthoxylum Fagara
(Rutaceae) did not present seasonality in any of the phases studied. Three species showed no tendency, Foresteria angustifolia
(Oleaceae), Cordia boissieri (Boraginaceae) and Acacia rigidula (Fabaceae). At least 14 species produced flowers and fruits twice
a year, mainly in spring and late summer. Leucaena leucocephala (Fabaceae) produced fruits ready for dispersion 4 times per year.
Phenology of Melia Azederach (Meliaceae) showed the most significant correlation with rainfall and temperature. Patterns of leaf
and fruit production were not consistent within families, implying a lack of phylogenetic constraint.
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