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IMPROVING FOOD SUPPLY CHAINS & DISTRIBUTION FOR HOUSEHOLD FOOD SECURITY
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Food insecurity continues to threaten households in low income countries. It is common and widespread among the absolute poor
in middle income countries, and even in some rich countries. Even when hunger is avoided, families suffer from its threat. The
entire society benefits when people feel their access to food is secure. Policies for food security should aim at attaining required food
consumption levels and reducing the risk of the poor losing access to food. The food system is not only concerned with on-farm
production, off-farm food processing and distribution of produce for sale, but also the selection and consumption of the food by
the consumer including the effects of food on our health.Sustainable supply chain management is a topical area which continues to
grow and evolve. Within supply chains, distribution from producers to customers plays a significant role in the overall performance
of production supply chains. With consumer consciousness growing in the area of sustainable food supply, food distribution needs to
embrace and adapt to improve its environmental performance, while still remaining economically competitive. With particular focus
on the Organic food production, a robust solution approach is presented for the design of a capacitated distribution network. Uganda
has probably one of the fastest growing organic certified lands in Africa. Examples of products grown organically include; Coffee,
Dried & Fresh fruits (Pine apples, Bananas, Mangoes, Papaya, Passion fruits) Ginger, Vanilla, Cocoa, Honey etc. However, Organic
production is retarded due to a number of factors mainly because, most farmers are smallholder based.
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