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Statement of the Problem: The Papanicolaou preventive exam is the main strategy used in Brazil for the screening of cervical 
cancer. It is estimated that cervical cancer is the second most frequent cause of death in the Brazilian female population due to 
cancer. The purpose of this study is to identify the knowledge of the women attended in a health center about the preventive 
examination Papanicolau.

Methodology: A study descriptive, quantitative approach. The study was conducted in a Health Center that serves the 
population in the municipality of Teresina-Piauí-Brazil. 327 women participated in the study. 

Findings: In the analysis of the 327 participants, 111 were aged between 18 and 27 (33.9%), 133 were single (40.7%), 79 
(24.2%) had completed high school, 242 (74%) had children and 100 (30.6%) were students. Regarding the purpose of the 
preventive exam, 189 (57.8%) of the participants had knowledge about the subject, 161 (49.2%) highlighted as a function of the 
examination the verification of lesions in the cervix and 212 (64.8%) emphasized that the examination is (38.5%) reported that 
the examination is performed for the first time after menarche and 150 (45.9%) repeated once per year. Regarding the measures 
to be taken before the examination, 149 (45.6%) stated that they should not be menstruating. Regarding the performance of the 
exam and limiting aspects, 129 (39.4%) revealed that the examination was performed for the first time in a health clinic, 121 
(37%) did not respond to the number of tests, 172 of which were motivated by the importance of and 115 (35.2%) stated that 
women were not carelessly cared for. 

Conclusion: The women participating in this study have significant knowledge regarding the Pap smear.
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