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Introduction: Despite improvement in coverage of institutional deliveries and skilled birth attendants, India has missed its
Millennium Development Goal to reduce Maternal Mortality Rate. In order to increase access to primary care services, the
Independent Nurse Practitioner (INP) is one of the best solutions.

Objectives: To assess the opinion of doctors, nurses and key informants regarding Independent Nurse Midwifery Practitioner
(INMP) and to determine the association of opinion score of doctors, nurses and key informants with their selected demographic
variables.

Methodology & Theoretical Orientation: The conceptual framework of the study was based on General System Theory. A
quantitative non-experimental research approach with descriptive survey design was adopted. A total of 400 subjects (120
doctors, 120 nurses and 160 key informants) were selected using purposive sampling technique from selected hospitals and
nursing colleges from the state of Haryana. The tool used for the study consisted of structured Performa regarding sample
characteristics and Likert scale.

Results: Findings of the study showed that there was a significant difference (p=0.001) between mean opinion score of doctors
(81.49), nurses (92.80) and key informants (92.08) regarding Independent Nurse Midwifery Practitioner. It was also found that
there was an association of mean opinion score of doctors with their gender; nurses with their age, working experience and
previous knowledge about INMP and key informants with their educational and occupational status. Majority of subjects i.e.,
71.30% of doctors, 79.50% of nurses and 76.80% of key informants had high opinion about competency of nurses. More than
halfi.e., 50.15% of doctors, 61.80% of nurses and 65.90% key informants had agreement regarding medication competency of
nurses. Interestingly, nurses had low opinion score (54.40%) than doctors (62.20%) and key informants (64.80%) regarding
consumers acceptance.

Conclusion: Nurses and key informants had almost similar opinion about independent nurse midwifery practitioner as
compared to doctors.
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