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This study aims to determine the status of early intervention (EI) services provided to children who are deaf or hard of hearing 
(DFHH) and their parents/caregivers from birth to five years of age at two main state hospitals in Riyadh Saudia Arabia. A 

questionnaire were conducted with 60 participants from two main state hospitals where early detection and intervention services 
are provided. The aim of this presentation is to summarize the status of early intervention services in  Saudi Arabia in comparison  
with EI services provided in any developed country such as; USA, and developing countries such as; South Africa, Negeria, Turky. 
In addition, the reasons behind a substantial late age of diagnosis, initial hearing aids fitting and enrolment into early intervention 
services, as well as the most important determinants and health consequences for DFHH children living in suburban areas in Saudi 
Arabia. The participants' children were diagnosed at substantial late age, resulting in delayed ages for initial hearing aids fitting and 
enrollment  into EI services.A significant relationship was found between the residential area of the participants and timely access of 
early intervention services. The results indicated that participants who residing in Riyadh were fitted with hearing aids and enrolled 
into EI services earlier than those living outside Riyadh. The delivery of information also emerged as weakness in the EI system for 
the majority of participants.
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