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A rare case of Camel bite to the face resulting in injuries to parotid duct facial nerve, and globe
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Introduction: Camel bites are relatively uncommon. They are more common during the rutting season where male
camels become more aggressive. Hereby we report a unique case of a 25-year-old man who was repeatedly bitten to
his face and neck by an aggressive camel that resulted in left eye evisceration, parotid duct injury, and facial nerve
injury.

Presentation of case: A 25-year-old male camel caregiver presented with history of camel bite to the left side of
his head and neck. There were multiple laceration wounds on the left side of his face and neck. Maxillofacial CT
showed a fracture of the medial orbital wall with sagging of medial rectus muscle into the fracture space, medial
rectus muscle hematoma, fracture of lacrimal bone and displacement of piece of it into the orbit, left preseptal
hematoma, complete opacification of left intraocular content (hemorrhage), crystalline lens was not identified, and
the eye appeared as one chamber with loss of the eyewall integrity. He underwent an emergency wound exploration
and debridement. There was a massive corneal laceration with expulsion of the eye content. Salvaging the left eye
was not possible, and evisceration of the eye was performed. The left cheek wound site revealed macerated muscle
with a partially transected Parotid duct which was approximated. On a postoperative day 6, the patient developed
a small left-sided salivary fistula. This was managed with Hyoscine tablets, transdermal scopolamine, and pressure
dressing. The patient was discharged home on day 9 in a good general condition. A follow up at one month showed
a satisfactory scar, completely healed salivary fistula, and a residual weak upper lip function.

Conclusion: Camel bite injuries to the face may result in serious long-term sequelae. Extreme care should be taken
when dealing with camels, especially during the rutting season. The details of the case and management of parotid
duct injury will be discussed.
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