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In South Africa, 11.8 million people experience hunger with 20% of the population facing high levels of acute food insecurity. COVID-19 pandemic with associated 
mitigation measures, including climate change, high food prices, exacerbated the already deteriorated food insecurity in South Africa. COVID-19 pandemic 
disrupted agricultural food production and food supply chain in various parts of the world. However, the degree of COVID-19 pandemic disruptions on agricultural 
food production is very scanty in rural farming systems in South Africa. Smallholder farmers play a major role in agricultural food production and therefore are 
key to sustainable household food security. The purpose of the study was to assess the extent of COVID-19 pandemic and its impact on food production among 
smallholder farmers in northern Drakensberg areas of Bergville. Survey study, which was smallholder farmer centred, was conducted through the use of in-depth 
individual farmer interviews to investigate the impacts of COVID-19 pandemic on food production. The survey focused on farmer participation in production of 
staple crops of maize, dry beans and soybeans pre-COVID-19 and during COVID-19. Majority of farmers (92.4%) reported experiencing difficulties in accessing 
key resources such as agricultural inputs and other essential services during COVID-19. The study indicated decline in number of farmers producing staple crops 
during COVID-19 pandemic and this was accompanied by decrease in crop yields. Food production practices and processes were severely disrupted by COVID-19 
lockdowns associated with movement restriction measures that were undertaken to curb the spread of COVID-19 pandemic in the local area. It is essential that 
COVID-19 policies and legislation sensitive to the plight of smallholder farmers are advocated because these farmers commonly depend on local agricultural food 
production for their income and livelihoods.
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