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Introduction
Dental anomalies refer to deviations from the normal development, 

shape, size, or number of teeth. These anomalies can affect both the 
primary (deciduous) and permanent dentitions, influencing a person's 
oral health, appearance, and even functionality of the teeth [1]. While 
some anomalies are relatively minor and only cause aesthetic concerns, 
others can lead to significant dental problems, including malocclusion, 
difficulty in chewing, speech impairment, and an increased risk of 
dental diseases [2].

In this article, we will explore the various types of dental anomalies, 
their causes, diagnosis, and potential treatment options. Dental 
anomalies represent a significant aspect of dental medicine, reflecting 
a broad spectrum of deviations from normal tooth structure and 
development [3]. These anomalies, which can affect both primary and 
permanent dentition, are of considerable interest due to their impact 
on oral health, function, and aesthetics. The study of dental anomalies 
not only aids in understanding their prevalence and patterns but also 
plays a crucial role in developing effective management strategies [4].

Morphological anomalies are among the most commonly observed 
dental deviations, including conditions such as microdontia, where 
teeth are smaller than usual, and macrodontia, characterized by 
abnormally large teeth. Supernumerary teeth, or additional teeth 

beyond the normal count, also fall into this category, posing challenges 
for both diagnosis and treatment [5]. Developmental anomalies, on the 
other hand, arise from disturbances during tooth formation, leading 
to conditions like amelogenesis imperfecta, a genetic disorder affecting 
enamel formation, and dentinogenesis imperfecta, which impacts 
dentin production and tooth strength [6]. Positional anomalies 
involve deviations in the alignment and positioning of teeth, often 
resulting in issues like impactions, where teeth fail to erupt properly, 
and malocclusions, which can cause bite discrepancies and functional 
problems [7]. These anomalies may arise from genetic predispositions, 
environmental factors such as trauma or infections, or a combination 
of both.

Effective management of dental anomalies requires a 
multidisciplinary approach, involving orthodontists, oral surgeons, 
and other dental specialists to address the complex needs of affected 

*Corresponding author: Justine Loen, College of Dentistry, University of Nantes 
Science & Technology, United Kingdom, E-mail: loen_ju@gmail.com 

Received: Editor assigned: 03-
Reviewed:

jdpm-24-147763; Revised:
Published:

Citation: Justine L (2024) Dental Anomalies: Understanding Their Types, Causes 
and Treatments. J Dent Pathol Med 8: 232.

Copyright: © 2024 Justine L. This is an open-access article distributed under the 
terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License, which permits unrestricted 
use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original author and 
source are credited.

Abstract
Dental anomalies encompass a broad spectrum of developmental deviations that can impact the teeth's number, 

size, shape, and structure. These anomalies, often detected through clinical examination and radiographic imaging, 
can arise from genetic, environmental, or multifactorial influences. The most commonly observed dental anomalies 
include congenital absence of teeth, supernumerary teeth, variations in tooth morphology such as peg-shaped or 
fused teeth, and abnormal tooth sizes such as microdontia and macrodontia. Other anomalies include alterations in 
tooth eruption patterns and enamel defects such as hypoplasia and hypocalcification. These anomalies can have 
significant implications for oral health, impacting not only aesthetics and function but also complicating orthodontic 
treatment and increasing susceptibility to dental caries and periodontal disease. Management of dental anomalies 
requires a comprehensive approach involving early detection, diagnostic assessment, and interdisciplinary treatment 
planning to address both the functional and aesthetic concerns of affected individuals. Advances in genetic research, 
imaging technologies, and restorative techniques continue to enhance our understanding and management of these 
conditions. This abstract highlights the importance of recognizing and addressing dental anomalies to improve 
patient outcomes and overall dental health.

Dental anomalies encompass a diverse range of deviations from normal tooth development and structure, 
impacting both the functional and aesthetic aspects of dental health. These anomalies can be broadly categorized 
into morphological, developmental, and positional deviations, each with unique etiologies and implications. 
Morphological anomalies include variations in tooth size, shape, and number, such as microdontia, macrodontia, and 
supernumerary teeth. Developmental anomalies involve disruptions in the formation and eruption of teeth, including 
conditions like amelogenesis imperfecta and dentinogenesis imperfecta. Positional anomalies refer to irregularities 
in the alignment and occlusion of teeth, such as impactions and malocclusions. Understanding the underlying 
causes of dental anomalies, which may include genetic factors, environmental influences, or a combination of both, 
is crucial for accurate diagnosis and effective management. This paper aims to provide a comprehensive overview of 
dental anomalies, discussing their classification, etiology, clinical manifestations, diagnostic methods, and treatment 
strategies. By synthesizing current research and clinical practices, the paper seeks to enhance awareness and guide 
future research in the field of dental anomalies, ultimately contributing to improved patient care and outcomes.
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individuals [8]. Advances in diagnostic techniques, including 
radiographic imaging and genetic testing, have significantly improved 
the ability to identify and manage these conditions [9].

This introduction highlights the importance of understanding 
dental anomalies in the context of their classification, etiology, and 
treatment. By examining current research and clinical practices, this 
paper aims to provide a comprehensive overview of dental anomalies, 
contributing to better patient care and outcomes in the field of dentistry 
[10].

Classification of dental anomalies

Dental anomalies are typically classified based on the following 
categories:

•	 Anomalies in Tooth Number

•	 Anomalies in Tooth Size

•	 Anomalies in Tooth Shape

•	 Anomalies in Tooth Position

•	 Anomalies in Tooth Structure

Each category encompasses a variety of specific conditions, 
and some individuals may experience multiple types of anomalies 
simultaneously.

Anomalies in tooth number

This category includes conditions where the number of teeth is 
either fewer than or greater than the usual number.

Hypodontia, oligodontia and anodontia

Hypodontia: Hypodontia refers to the congenital absence of one to 
five teeth. This condition is the most common type of dental anomaly 
and often affects the third molars (wisdom teeth), second premolars, 
and lateral incisors.

Oligodontia: Oligodontia is a more severe form of hypodontia, 
involving the absence of six or more teeth.

Anodontia: Anodontia is the rarest and most severe form, 
characterized by the complete absence of teeth, affecting both primary 
and permanent dentition. This condition is often associated with 
genetic disorders such as ectodermal dysplasia.

Hyperdontia

Hyperdontia refers to the presence of extra teeth, known as 
supernumerary teeth. These teeth can occur in any area of the 
mouth but are most commonly found in the upper anterior region 
(mesiodens). The etiology of hyperdontia remains unclear but may be 
associated with genetic and environmental factors.

Anomalies in tooth size

Tooth size anomalies involve the abnormal increase or decrease in 
the size of individual teeth.

Macrodontia

Macrodontia refers to abnormally large teeth. It can affect a 
single tooth, several teeth, or the entire dentition. Macrodontia can 
be associated with syndromes such as pituitary gigantism, hemifacial 
hyperplasia, or other hormonal imbalances.

Anomalies in tooth shape

Dental anomalies related to tooth shape can result in irregularities 
in the tooth’s morphology.

Gemination and fusion

Gemination occurs when a single tooth bud attempts to divide 
into two teeth, resulting in a bifid crown with a single root and pulp 
canal. This condition typically results in a tooth that appears larger than 
normal but maintains the regular tooth count.

Fusion is the union of two adjacent tooth buds, resulting in a tooth 
with a larger crown and two separate pulp chambers. This anomaly 
leads to a reduction in the total number of teeth.

Concrescence

Concrescence is the fusion of two teeth at the root level due to the 
cementum. The condition typically involves posterior teeth and can 
create problems in dental extractions.

Dens in dente (dens invaginatus)

Dens in Dente, or “tooth within a tooth,” are a developmental 
anomaly where the enamel folds inward, resulting in a tooth that 
contains a small, tooth-like structure. It can lead to cavities and 
infections as the invaginated portion of the tooth is susceptible to decay.

Taurodontism

Taurodontism is a condition in which the body of the tooth and 
pulp chamber is enlarged, with short roots and an apically positioned 
pulp chamber. This anomaly is often associated with syndromes like 
Klinefelter syndrome or Down syndrome.

Dilaceration

Dilaceration refers to an abnormal bend or curvature in the root or 
crown of a tooth, usually caused by trauma or genetic factors.

Anomalies in Tooth Position

Abnormalities in tooth position involve teeth erupting in improper 
positions, angles, or orientations.

Transposition

Transposition occurs when two adjacent teeth switch positions 
in the dental arch. This condition commonly involves canine and 
premolar teeth.

Ectopic eruption

Ectopic eruption occurs when a tooth erupts in an abnormal 
position, often caused by crowding or genetic factors. This anomaly is 
common with maxillary canines.

Anomalies in tooth structure

Dental anomalies affecting tooth structure can impact the quality 
of the enamel, dentin, or cementum, often leading to increased 
susceptibility to decay and wear.

Amelogenesis Imperfecta

Amelogenesis Imperfecta is a genetic disorder that affects the 
formation of enamel. The enamel may be thin, discolored, pitted, or 
completely absent, leading to hypersensitivity and a higher risk of 
cavities.
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Dentinogenesis imperfecta

Dentinogenesis imperfecta is a genetic condition characterized by 
abnormal dentin formation. Teeth affected by this condition tend to 
have a translucent or opalescent appearance and are more prone to 
fracture and wear.

Enamel hypoplasia

Enamel hypoplasia refers to the incomplete or defective formation 
of enamel, which may result in pits, grooves, or a thin layer of 
enamel. This can be caused by genetic factors, nutritional deficiencies, 
infections, or trauma during tooth development.

Regional odontodysplasia

Regional odontodysplasia, also known as "ghost teeth," is a rare 
developmental anomaly where both the enamel and dentin are poorly 
formed. Teeth appear pale or translucent on radiographs, are weak, and 
prone to fracture.

Causes of dental anomalies

Dental anomalies arise due to a variety of causes, which can be 
categorized as either genetic or environmental:

Genetic factors

Many dental anomalies have a hereditary component, and certain 
conditions are passed down through generations. Syndromes such as 
Down syndrome, Klinefelter syndrome, and ectodermal dysplasia are 
associated with multiple types of dental anomalies.

Environmental factors

Environmental influences during tooth development, such as 
trauma, infections (e.g., rubella or syphilis), nutritional deficiencies 
(e.g., vitamin D deficiency), and exposure to teratogens (e.g., certain 
medications, chemicals, or radiation) can also lead to dental anomalies.

Trauma and radiation exposure

Injury to the jaw or developing teeth, as well as radiation exposure 
during critical stages of dental development can interfere with tooth 
formation.

Hormonal imbalances

Conditions that affect hormone levels, such as growth hormone 
disorders, can alter tooth size and shape, contributing to anomalies like 
macrodontia or microdontia.

Diagnosis of dental anomalies

The diagnosis of dental anomalies often involves clinical examination 
and radiographic imaging. Dentists typically identify anomalies during 
routine dental exams, noting any unusual appearances in the shape, size, 
or number of teeth. Radiographs (X-rays) provide additional insights 
into the internal structure of teeth and help diagnose conditions like 
concrescence, dens in dente, or taurodontism.

In some cases, genetic testing may be recommended for individuals 
with syndromic conditions associated with dental anomalies. Early 
diagnosis is crucial in preventing complications and determining the 
most effective treatment approach.

Treatment options for dental anomalies

The management of dental anomalies varies depending on the 
type, severity, and the patient’s specific needs. Treatment options can 

include:

Restorative treatments

Teeth affected by structural anomalies such as amelogenesis 
imperfecta or dentinogenesis imperfecta often require restorative 
treatments like crowns, veneers, or bonding to protect the teeth and 
improve their appearance.

Orthodontic treatment

Anomalies involving tooth position or number, such as 
transposition, hypodontia, or ectopic eruption, may be addressed with 
orthodontic treatments. Braces or aligners can help correct alignment 
issues and restore proper occlusion.

Prosthetic solutions

In cases of anodontia, oligodontia, or severe hypodontia, prosthetic 
solutions like dental implants, bridges, or dentures may be necessary to 
restore function and aesthetics.

Surgical intervention

Some conditions, such as fusion or concrescence, may require 
surgical intervention to separate teeth or remove supernumerary teeth.

Preventive care

Teeth with structural defects may be more susceptible to decay 
and wear, so preventive care is critical. Regular check-ups, fluoride 
treatments, sealants, and proper oral hygiene can help prevent 
complications.

Conclusion
Dental anomalies, while often challenging to manage, can be 

effectively treated with modern dental techniques. Early detection 
is essential to ensure proper dental health and functionality while 
minimizing aesthetic concerns. With advancements in genetics and 
restorative dentistry, individuals with dental anomalies can achieve 
improved oral health and enhanced quality of life. Understanding 
the underlying causes, early diagnosis, and comprehensive treatment 
planning are vital in the successful management of these conditions.

Dental anomalies encompass a range of deviations from the typical 
structure and function of teeth and oral tissues. These anomalies can 
significantly impact oral health, function, and aesthetics. They may 
arise due to genetic factors, environmental influences, or a combination 
of both. Understanding and managing these anomalies is crucial for 
maintaining optimal dental health and improving quality of life.

dental anomalies present a diverse array of challenges that require 
a comprehensive approach to diagnosis, treatment, and management. 
Early detection is vital, as many anomalies can be asymptomatic or 
only mildly symptomatic, potentially leading to more significant 
issues if left unaddressed. Advanced diagnostic tools and techniques, 
including digital imaging and genetic testing, have enhanced our 
ability to identify these anomalies with greater precision.

While dental anomalies pose significant challenges, the combined 
efforts of early detection, personalized treatment, and ongoing research 
are paving the way for better management and improved quality of life 
for those affected.
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