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Abstract
This article explores effective language support techniques for preschoolers who are dual language learners 

(DLLs) and examines their associations with early language development outcomes. Dual language development, 
characterized by the simultaneous acquisition of two languages, presents unique challenges and opportunities 
for young children. Understanding the complexities of bilingual language acquisition is crucial for educators and 
caregivers to provide appropriate support. The article discusses various strategies, including promoting language-
rich environments, responsive interactions, code-mixing and code-switching, cultural integration, supportive peer 
interactions, and family involvement. Research indicates that implementing these techniques positively influences early 
language outcomes, including vocabulary acquisition, grammar comprehension, and expressive language abilities in 
DLLs. Additionally, bilingualism has been linked to cognitive benefits such as enhanced problem-solving skills and 
metalinguistic awareness. By fostering language development through culturally responsive approaches, educators 
can create inclusive learning environments where preschoolers thrive as bilingual individuals, promoting both linguistic 
proficiency and cultural understanding from an early age.
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Introduction
In today’s multicultural and multilingual societies, the 

phenomenon of dual language acquisition among preschoolers has 
become increasingly prevalent. Preschoolers who are dual language 
learners (DLLs) face unique challenges and opportunities as they 
navigate the acquisition of two languages simultaneously. Early 
childhood educators and caregivers play a critical role in supporting 
these children’s language development by employing effective 
strategies tailored to their linguistic needs [1,2]. This article delves 
into the realm of language support techniques designed specifically for 
preschool DLLs and explores their significant connections with early 
language development outcomes.  For preschoolers, particularly those 
who are dual language learners (DLLs), navigating the complexities 
of acquiring two languages simultaneously can be both enriching and 
challenging [3,4]. Early childhood educators and caregivers play a vital 
role in supporting these children’s language development by employing 
effective strategies that promote linguistic growth in both languages. 
This article explores various language support techniques for preschool 
DLLs and their associations with early language outcomes [5,6].

Faced by preschool dlls

Preschool DLLs may encounter several challenges as they navigate 
two languages. These challenges include code-switching (alternating 
between languages within a conversation), language dominance 
(preferring one language over the other), and potential delays in 
language acquisition compared to monolingual peers. Additionally, 
societal attitudes towards bilingualism and insufficient support for 
bilingual education can contribute to the struggles faced by DLLs [7,8].

Effective language support strategies

Early childhood educators and caregivers can implement a variety 
of strategies to support the language development of preschool DLLs. 
These strategies should be holistic, addressing both languages while 
considering the individual needs and preferences of each child. Some 
effective techniques include:

Promoting language rich environments: Creating environments 
rich in both languages through the use of bilingual books, signage, 
and classroom materials. Encouraging language-rich activities such as 
storytelling, singing, and group discussions in both languages fosters 
language development.

Responsive interactions: Engaging in responsive interactions 
that validate and scaffold children’s language attempts. Responding 
promptly and appropriately to children’s communication attempts in 
both languages helps build their confidence and proficiency.

Code-mixing and code-switching: Embracing the natural 
occurrence of code-mixing and code-switching in DLLs’ speech. 
Educators can model appropriate language mixing strategies and 
provide opportunities for children to practice switching between 
languages in meaningful contexts.

Cultural integration: Integrating cultural elements associated 
with each language into the learning environment. Celebrating cultural 
holidays, traditions, and customs provides context and relevance to 
language learning for DLLs.

Supportive peer interactions: Facilitating peer interactions that 
encourage language exchange and collaboration among DLLs. Pairing 
children with similar language backgrounds or providing opportunities 
for language buddies can enhance language learning experiences.

Family involvement: Collaborating with families to understand 
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each child’s language background, preferences, and home language 
practices. Encouraging families to maintain and support language use 
in both languages at home reinforces children’s bilingualism [9,10].

Associations with Early Language Development

Research suggests that the implementation of effective language 
support strategies positively influences early language outcomes 
in preschool DLLs. Children who receive consistent exposure to 
both languages in supportive environments tend to demonstrate 
stronger language skills, including vocabulary acquisition, grammar 
comprehension, and expressive language abilities. Moreover, 
bilingualism has been associated with cognitive benefits such 
as enhanced problem-solving skills, cognitive flexibility, and 
metalinguistic awareness.

Conclusion
In conclusion, fostering language development in preschool DLLs 

requires intentional and culturally responsive approaches that honor 
the richness of each child’s linguistic background. By implementing 
effective language support strategies, educators and caregivers can 
create inclusive learning environments where preschoolers thrive 
as bilingual and biliterate individuals. Embracing bilingualism not 
only enriches children’s linguistic repertoires but also promotes 
cultural understanding and appreciation in early childhood settings. 
Understanding the intricate process of dual language development 
is essential for providing targeted support to preschool DLLs. Dual 
language development involves the simultaneous acquisition and 
mastery of two languages, often within the context of diverse familial, 
social, and cultural environments. The journey of language acquisition 
for DLLs is shaped by various factors, including their exposure to each 
language, language input quality, and individual linguistic aptitudes. 
Preschool DLLs encounter a myriad of challenges as they navigate 
the complexities of bilingualism. These challenges range from code-
switching between languages within a conversation to establishing 
language dominance, wherein one language may be preferred over the 
other. Additionally, societal attitudes toward bilingualism and limited 
support for bilingual education can further compound the obstacles 
faced by preschool DLLs.

Discussion
The discussion section of this article examines the implications of 

effective language support techniques for preschoolers learning two 
languages and their connections with early language development 
outcomes. By synthesizing existing research findings and considering 
practical implications, this section aims to offer insights into the 
significance of language support strategies in fostering bilingualism 
among preschool DLLs.
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