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Introduction
Hospital-Addiction Syndrome, also known as iatrogenic addiction 

or chemical coping, refers to a phenomenon where patients develop 
addiction or dependence on medications prescribed to them during 
hospitalization or medical treatment. This syndrome is characterized by 
the misuse, overuse, or inappropriate use of medications, often driven 
by a combination of physical and psychological factors [1].

The term "Hospital-Addiction Syndrome" was coined to describe 
the complex relationship between patients, healthcare providers, and 
the medications used in the hospital setting. It highlights the potential 
unintended consequences of medical interventions, particularly when 
powerful and potentially addictive medications are involved.

Patients who experience Hospital-Addiction Syndrome may have 
pre-existing risk factors for addiction, such as a history of substance 
abuse or a psychiatric disorder. They may also develop a dependence on 
medications due to the nature of their medical condition, chronic pain, 
or inadequate pain management practices [2].

Hospital-Addiction Syndrome can manifest in various ways, 
including overuse or misuse of painkillers, sedatives, or other 
medications, seeking multiple healthcare providers to obtain 
prescriptions, or engaging in deceptive behaviors to acquire 
medications. Patients may exhibit drug-seeking behaviors and may 
experience withdrawal symptoms when access to the medication is 
restricted [3].

The syndrome poses significant challenges for healthcare providers, 
as they must balance the management of patients' medical conditions 
and pain while minimizing the risk of addiction or dependence. 
Recognizing and addressing Hospital-Addiction Syndrome requires a 
multidisciplinary approach involving physicians, nurses, pharmacists, 
and mental health professionals [4].

Prevention and management strategies for Hospital-Addiction 
Syndrome include proper assessment of patients' pain levels, monitoring 
medication usage, providing education about the risks of addiction and 
appropriate medication use, utilizing alternative pain management 
techniques, and offering psychological support to address underlying 
emotional and psychological factors [5].

By understanding and addressing Hospital-Addiction Syndrome, 
healthcare providers can strive to provide effective and safe care while 
minimizing the risk of addiction and promoting the overall well-being 
of patients [6].

Hospital-addiction syndrome effects

The effects of Hospital-Addiction Syndrome can be far-reaching 
and impact various aspects of an individual's life. Here are some key 
effects associated with this syndrome:

Physical health consequences: Misuse or overuse of medications can 
lead to adverse physical effects. Patients may experience medication side 
effects, drug interactions, or complications from excessive doses. Prolonged 
use of certain medications can also lead to physiological dependence and 
withdrawal symptoms when medication access is restricted [7].

Delayed recovery: Hospital-Addiction Syndrome can impede the 
recovery process. The focus on obtaining and using medications may 
distract patients from engaging in other necessary aspects of their 
treatment, such as physical therapy, rehabilitation, or following medical 
instructions. This can lead to delayed healing, prolonged hospital stays, 
and increased healthcare costs.

Escalation to substance abuse: In some cases, Hospital-Addiction 
Syndrome can act as a gateway to substance abuse. Patients who 
develop addiction to prescribed medications may subsequently turn to 
illicit drugs or alternative substances to satisfy their cravings or manage 
withdrawal symptoms.

Psychological and emotional Impact: Hospital-Addiction 
Syndrome can have significant psychological and emotional 
consequences. Patients may experience guilt, shame, or a loss of control 
over their medication use. They may also develop anxiety or depression 
related to their addiction or the fear of not having access to medication.

Strained relationships: Addiction and the associated behaviors 
can strain relationships with healthcare providers, family members, 
and friends. The trust and rapport between patients and healthcare 
providers may be compromised due to concerns about medication-
seeking behaviors or non-compliance with treatment plans. Family 
members and friends may also experience frustration or concern 
regarding the patient's addiction.

Financial Burden: Hospital-Addiction Syndrome can result in 
financial burdens for patients and their families. The cost of obtaining 
medications, multiple healthcare visits, or seeking additional treatments 
can accumulate over time. Furthermore, legal consequences, such as 
obtaining medications through illegal means, can lead to financial 
penalties or legal fees.

Negative impact on overall well-being: Hospital-Addiction 
Syndrome can significantly impact an individual's overall well-
being. It may hinder their ability to engage in daily activities, disrupt 
work or school functioning, and contribute to a decreased quality of 
life. Addiction-related stress and the physical and emotional toll of 
dependency can also lead to decreased self-esteem and overall life 
satisfaction [8].

It's important to address Hospital-Addiction Syndrome promptly 
and provide individuals with appropriate support, including addiction 
treatment, pain management strategies, and psychological counselling. 
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By addressing the underlying causes and implementing comprehensive 
care, the negative effects of this syndrome can be mitigated, allowing 
individuals to regain control of their health and well-being [9].

Discussion 
Hospital-Addiction Syndrome is a complex and significant issue 

that highlights the potential unintended consequences of medical 
interventions involving medications. The discussion around this 
syndrome encompasses various perspectives, including those of 
patients, healthcare providers, policymakers, and researchers. Let's 
explore some key points in the discussion on Hospital-Addiction 
Syndrome:

Patient advocacy: Advocacy groups and individuals affected by 
Hospital-Addiction Syndrome play a crucial role in raising awareness 
about the syndrome and pushing for changes in healthcare practices. 
Patient voices contribute to the understanding of the challenges they 
face and the need for appropriate support, education, and access to 
alternative pain management options [10].

Role of healthcare providers: Healthcare providers have a 
responsibility to balance effective pain management with minimizing 
the risk of addiction and dependence. Discussions revolve around 
developing best practices for prescribing medications, implementing 
proper monitoring and documentation, and utilizing multidisciplinary 
approaches that consider the physical, psychological, and social aspects 
of patient care.

Pain management strategies: The discussion on Hospital-
Addiction Syndrome emphasizes the need for alternative pain 
management strategies. This includes non-opioid analgesics, physical 
therapy, psychological interventions (such as cognitive-behavioral 
therapy), and integrative approaches (such as acupuncture or 
mindfulness techniques). Finding the right balance between pain relief 
and minimizing the potential for addiction is a key consideration.

Education and training: There is a growing recognition of the 
need for enhanced education and training for healthcare providers 
regarding appropriate pain management and the risks associated 
with medications. This discussion includes promoting understanding 
of addiction, identifying risk factors, and improving communication 
between healthcare providers and patients to ensure informed decision-
making.

Policy and regulation: Policymakers and regulatory bodies play 
a crucial role in shaping healthcare practices and addressing the issue 
of Hospital-Addiction Syndrome. Discussions focus on implementing 
policies that promote responsible prescribing practices, supporting 
addiction treatment and mental health services, and addressing 
systemic factors that contribute to the syndrome [11].

Research and evidence-based practices: Research efforts are 
ongoing to better understand the factors contributing to Hospital-
Addiction Syndrome and to identify effective interventions. This 
includes studying the impact of different pain management strategies, 
exploring risk factors for addiction, and evaluating the effectiveness of 
integrated treatment approaches.

Ethical considerations: Ethical discussions arise concerning the 
responsibilities of healthcare providers in managing pain, ensuring 
informed consent, and addressing the potential for addiction. Balancing 
the duty to alleviate suffering while avoiding harm and addiction-
related consequences raises important ethical considerations.

By fostering open and collaborative discussions on Hospital-
Addiction Syndrome, progress can be made in implementing 
changes in healthcare practices, policies, and education. Through a 
comprehensive approach that includes patient-centered care, enhanced 
pain management strategies, and improved understanding of addiction, 
it is possible to minimize the risks associated with Hospital-Addiction 
Syndrome and improve outcomes for patients [12].

Conclusion 
In conclusion, Hospital-Addiction Syndrome is a complex issue 

that requires attention from various stakeholders, including patients, 
healthcare providers, policymakers, and researchers. The syndrome 
highlights the unintended consequences of medical interventions 
involving medications and emphasizes the need for a balanced 
approach to pain management while minimizing the risk of addiction 
and dependence.

Addressing Hospital-Addiction Syndrome requires a multifaceted 
approach. This includes patient advocacy, improved education and 
training for healthcare providers, the development and implementation 
of alternative pain management strategies, policy and regulatory 
changes, ongoing research, and ethical considerations.

By promoting awareness, implementing evidence-based practices, 
and fostering collaboration among all stakeholders, the negative impact 
of Hospital-Addiction Syndrome can be mitigated. This will lead to 
improved patient outcomes, enhanced pain management strategies, and 
a healthcare system that is better equipped to address the complexities 
of both physical and psychological aspects of patient care.

Ultimately, the goal is to provide safe, effective, and patient-centered 
care that acknowledges the risks associated with medication use and 
seeks to minimize the occurrence of Hospital-Addiction Syndrome 
while optimizing patient well-being and recovery.

References
1. Conrad KJ, Iris M, Ridings JW, Langley K, Wilber KH (2010) Self-Report 

Measure of Financial Exploitation of Older Adults. Gerontol 50: 758-773. 

2. Scannel MJ (2019) Forensic Nursing: What You Need to Know. Springer 
Publishing Co., USA.

3. FBI (2021) U.S. Department of Justice Federal Bureau of Investigation. USA.

4. Yaffe M, Wolfson C, Lithwick M, Weiss D (2008) Development and validation 
of a tool to improve physician identification of elder abuse: the elder abuse 
suspicion index (EASI). J Elder Abuse Negl 20: 276-300.

5. Caldwell HK, Gilden G, Mueller M (2013) Elder abuse screening instruments in 
primary care: an integrative review, 2004 to 2011. Clinic Geriatrics 21: 20-25.

6. Burnett J, Achenbaum W, Murphy K (2014) Prevention and early identification 
of elder abuse. Clin Geriatr Med 30: 743-759.

7. Conrad KJ, Iris M, Ridings JW, Langley K, Anetzberger GJ (2011) Self-report 
measure of psychological abuse of older adults. Gerontol 51: 354-366.

8. Eren N (2013) Psychometric Properties of Difficulties of Working with Patients 
with Personality Disorders and Attitudes Towards Patients with Personality 
Disorders Scales. Noro Psikiyatr Ars 51: 318-327.

9. George D, Mallery P (2003) SPSS for Windows step by step: A simple guide 
and reference. 4th edition, Allyn & Bacon publishers, Boston, USA.

10. Pillemer K, Burnes D, Riffin C, Lachs MS (2016) Elder Abuse: Global Situation, 
Risk Factors, and Prevention Strategies. Gerontologist 56: S194-205.

11. Fulmer T, Guadagno L, Dyer CB, Connolly MT (2004) Progress in elder abuse 
screening and assessment tools. J Am Geriatr Soc 52: 297-304.

12. Mimi M, Sulaiman NL, Sern LC, Kahirol Mohd Sallehd sern, Mohd Salleh, et al. 
(2015) Measuring the Validity and Reliability of Research Instruments. Procedia 
Soc Behav Sci 204: 164-171.

https://academic.oup.com/gerontologist/article/50/6/758/630082
https://academic.oup.com/gerontologist/article/50/6/758/630082
https://nurseslabs.com/forensic-nurse-career-guide/
https://www.ic3.gov/Content/PDF/Elder_Fraud_Tri-fold.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/08946560801973168
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/08946560801973168
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/08946560801973168
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?hl=en&as_sdt=0%2C5&q=Elder+abuse+screening+instruments+in+primary+care%3A+an+integrative+review%2C+2004+to+2011&btnG=
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?hl=en&as_sdt=0%2C5&q=Elder+abuse+screening+instruments+in+primary+care%3A+an+integrative+review%2C+2004+to+2011&btnG=
https://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/document?repid=rep1&type=pdf&doi=02057404c5d5718c3cf85557ad7a73b415d90f0b
https://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/document?repid=rep1&type=pdf&doi=02057404c5d5718c3cf85557ad7a73b415d90f0b
https://academic.oup.com/gerontologist/article/51/3/354/559807
https://academic.oup.com/gerontologist/article/51/3/354/559807
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5353165/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5353165/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5353165/
https://wps.ablongman.com/wps/media/objects/385/394732/george4answers.pdf
https://wps.ablongman.com/wps/media/objects/385/394732/george4answers.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5291158/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5291158/
https://agsjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1532-5415.2004.52074.x?sid=nlm%3Apubmed
https://agsjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1532-5415.2004.52074.x?sid=nlm%3Apubmed
https://pdf.sciencedirectassets.com/277811/1-s2.0-S1877042815X00413/1-s2.0-S1877042815047771/main.pdf?X-Amz-Security-Token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEA8aCXVzLWVhc3QtMSJGMEQCIH%2BS0KXqasw78uy%2FqGZqbHy1WXUl0VZadvsG23TIwG%2FBAiAouaRGD2JSKuDK2pCQjDoQFRoRoT59lX1a9EUfDY2dbCrMBAhYEAUaDDA1OTAwMzU0Njg2NSIMhMV8rILnNL%2FaCjPyKqkEo71yU8SpCLP5dhOOO9vUdobiHyY6Z9m90cltBpL3LAz3T1Zjw8X%2FXvveo79YmABmjxE2EOg3mG3YKsSZihhhUx2G3UBqM99jOpLPbA1HnUryUyyuAP9p%2BnSBv6VxVXaxfwu1nPIkKnDLSSHdqBY%2BIoNczlRKoEvkPJVKE05IQ8THUKtgJxGrCI5BuzG9kPbbQLwFILENAME

	Title
	Corresponding authors

