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Abstract
This paper provides a comprehensive evaluation of the total emissions across the lifecycle of heavy-duty vehicles 

fueled by liquefied natural gas (LNG), encompassing all stages from production to consumption. Liquefied natural 
gas has gained attention as a cleaner alternative to traditional diesel fuel, particularly for transportation applications. 
However, to understand its true environmental impact, it is essential to examine emissions throughout the entire 
lifecycle. This study employs a lifecycle assessment (LCA) methodology to analyze emissions associated with natural 
gas extraction, processing, transportation, vehicle manufacturing, operation, and end-of-life disposal or recycling. 
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Introduction
In recent years, there has been a growing interest in transitioning 

to cleaner fuels to mitigate the environmental impact of transportation. 
Liquefied natural gas (LNG) has emerged as a promising alternative, 
particularly for heavy-duty vehicles such as trucks and buses. 
Proponents tout LNG as a cleaner-burning fuel with lower emissions 
compared to traditional diesel. However, to fully understand its 
environmental benefits, it is crucial to conduct a comprehensive 
evaluation of the lifecycle emissions associated with LNG heavy-duty 
vehicles, encompassing all stages from production to consumption. As 
the world seeks to address the environmental challenges posed by the 
transportation sector, the quest for cleaner and more sustainable fuel 
alternatives has become paramount. This analysis will shed light on the 
environmental benefits and challenges of LNG heavy-duty vehicles and 
inform policymakers, industry stakeholders, and consumers about the 
role of LNG in achieving sustainable transportation goals [1].

Lifecycle Assessment Methodology

A thorough evaluation of the environmental impact of LNG 
heavy-duty vehicles requires a lifecycle assessment (LCA) approach. 
This methodology considers emissions associated with every stage of 
the vehicle’s lifecycle, including extraction or production of natural 
gas, processing, transportation, vehicle manufacturing, operation, and 
end-of-life disposal or recycling. By examining each stage holistically, 
we can gain insights into the overall environmental footprint of LNG 
transportation [2].

Production Phase:

The lifecycle emissions of LNG heavy-duty vehicles begin with the 
extraction and production of natural gas. While natural gas is considered 
a cleaner fossil fuel compared to coal and oil, its extraction process, 
including drilling and extraction techniques like hydraulic fracturing 
(“fracking”), can result in methane leakage and other environmental 
impacts. Methane, the primary component of natural gas, is a potent 
greenhouse gas with a significantly higher global warming potential 
than carbon dioxide over a short timeframe. Therefore, minimizing 
methane emissions during the production phase is critical to reducing 
the overall environmental impact of LNG [3].

Processing and Transportation:

Once extracted, natural gas undergoes processing to remove 
impurities and liquefaction to convert it into LNG for easier storage 
and transportation. These processes require energy, primarily sourced 
from fossil fuels, leading to emissions of greenhouse gases and other 
pollutants. Additionally, the transportation of LNG to refueling 
stations or distribution centers incurs additional emissions, particularly 
if long-distance transportation is involved. Efforts to optimize energy 
efficiency and reduce emissions in the processing and transportation 
stages can help mitigate environmental impacts [4].

Vehicle Manufacturing:

The production of LNG heavy-duty vehicles involves manufacturing 
processes that consume energy and resources, resulting in emissions 
of greenhouse gases and other pollutants. Materials such as steel, 
aluminum, and plastics are used in vehicle construction, each with its 
own environmental footprint. Moreover, the energy sources powering 
manufacturing facilities play a crucial role in determining the overall 
emissions intensity of vehicle production. Adoption of cleaner energy 
sources and improvements in manufacturing efficiency can reduce the 
environmental impact of vehicle manufacturing [5].

Operation:

During the operational phase, LNG heavy-duty vehicles combust 
liquefied natural gas to generate power for propulsion. Compared to 
diesel combustion, LNG combustion typically emits fewer pollutants 
such as sulfur oxides (SOx), nitrogen oxides (NOx), particulate matter 
(PM), and carbon monoxide (CO). Additionally, LNG combustion 
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emits lower levels of greenhouse gases, including carbon dioxide 
(CO2), per unit of energy compared to diesel. As a result, LNG heavy-
duty vehicles offer potential reductions in local air pollutants and 
greenhouse gas emissions during operation, contributing to improved 
air quality and climate change mitigation [6].

End-of-Life Disposal or Recycling:

At the end of their operational life, LNG heavy-duty vehicles 
undergo disposal or recycling processes. Proper disposal or recycling 
is essential to minimize environmental impacts such as pollution of 
landfills and resource depletion. Recycling components and materials 
from retired vehicles can reduce the demand for virgin resources and 
the associated environmental burdens of extraction and manufacturing. 
Additionally, proper handling of LNG tanks and components is crucial 
to prevent leaks and emissions of greenhouse gases or hazardous 
substances [7].

Discussion
The evaluation of total emissions throughout the lifecycle of 

heavy-duty vehicles powered by liquefied natural gas (LNG) reveals 
a complex interplay of environmental factors that must be carefully 
considered in the transition towards cleaner transportation solutions. 
This discussion delves into key findings and implications drawn from 
the analysis of LNG heavy-duty vehicle emissions across various 
lifecycle stages. While LNG combustion offers advantages in reducing 
local air pollutants and greenhouse gas emissions during operation 
compared to diesel, challenges arise in the upstream stages, including 
methane leakage and energy consumption. Mitigation strategies such 
as improving extraction techniques, enhancing energy efficiency, 
optimizing manufacturing processes, and implementing proper end-
of-life management are crucial for minimizing environmental impacts. 
This analysis highlights the need for a holistic approach to assessing 
the environmental sustainability of LNG heavy-duty vehicles and 
underscores the importance of integrating cleaner fuel technologies 
into broader strategies for sustainable transportation [8].

Liquefied natural gas (LNG) has emerged as a promising contender, 
particularly for heavy-duty vehicles such as trucks and buses. Its 
potential to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and mitigate air pollution 
has spurred interest in its adoption as a fuel for transportation. However, 
to comprehensively assess the environmental benefits of LNG in 
heavy-duty vehicles, it is imperative to conduct a thorough evaluation 
of the total emissions throughout their lifecycle, from production to 
consumption [9]. The lifecycle assessment (LCA) approach provides 
a holistic framework for understanding the environmental impact 
of a product or system across all stages of its life, including raw 
material extraction, manufacturing, transportation, use, and disposal. 
Applied to LNG heavy-duty vehicles, this methodology enables us to 
quantify the emissions associated with each phase of their lifecycle 
and identify opportunities for emissions reduction and environmental 
improvement.In this paper, we undertake a comprehensive evaluation 

of the total emissions throughout the lifecycle of heavy-duty vehicles 
powered by LNG. By examining emissions from the production of LNG 
and vehicle manufacturing to its consumption during operation and 
eventual disposal, we aim to provide insights into the environmental 
footprint of LNG as a transportation fuel [10].

Conclusion
A comprehensive evaluation of the lifecycle emissions of 

LNG heavy-duty vehicles reveals both environmental benefits and 
challenges associated with their adoption. While LNG combustion 
offers advantages in reducing local air pollutants and greenhouse 
gas emissions during operation compared to diesel, the upstream 
stages of natural gas extraction, processing, and transportation pose 
environmental challenges, particularly in methane leakage and energy 
consumption. Mitigating these challenges requires concerted efforts 
across the entire lifecycle, including improvements in extraction 
techniques, energy efficiency, manufacturing processes, and end-of-life 
management. By addressing these challenges, LNG heavy-duty vehicles 
can play a role in transitioning towards cleaner and more sustainable 
transportation systems. However, it is essential to recognize that LNG is 
not a panacea for all environmental concerns and should be considered 
as part of a broader strategy that includes advancements in alternative 
fuels, vehicle efficiency, and infrastructure development.
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