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Abstract 

Statement of the Problem: Cervical cancer in pregnancy is a 

challenge to the obstetrician, oncologist and perinatologist.  

This is a case of a 38 year old G4P2 (2012) who, during her 

prenatal course, was diagnosed with Squamous Cell Carcinoma 

of the Cervix.  The patient is a smoker with multiple sexual 

partners. Early in her pregnancy, she underwent a Pap smear 

which revealed Atypical Glandular Cells of Undetermined 

Significance.  Cervical punch biopsy was done revealing 

squamous cell carcinoma, which on clinical staging was at 

Stage IIA.  This paper aims to present a case of cervical cancer 

in pregnancy, present management options, and discuss the role 

of prenatal ultrasound in decision making for cervical cancer. 

Methodology & Theoretical Orientation: A gynecologic 

oncology ultrasound was done to assess the tumor invasion.  2D 

ultrasound outlined the size of the mass, its stromal invasion.  

Doppler ultrasound demonstrated abundant vascularization, in 

scattered vessel pattern. The scan further demonstrated absence 

of parametrial invasion, thus, after a course of corticosteroids, 

the patient subsequently underwent Radical Hysterectomy, 

Bilateral Salpingo-oophorectomy, Bilateral Lymph Node 

Dissection at 36 weeks gestation.  

Findings: Patient delivered at 36 weeks to a live baby boy, via 

classical cesarean section with radical abdominal hysterectomy 

with bilateral salpingo-oophorectomy, and bilateral lymph node 

dissection.  Gross examination revealed a tumor at the cervix, 

with no involvement of the uterine corpus and parametria.  

Histopathology report showed invasive squamous cell 

carcinoma, large-cell non-keratinizing, with invasion of the 

upper vaginal wall, but with no parametral infiltration.   

Conclusion & Significance: This case shows that although there 

is a small risk of tumor progression, delaying definitive 

treatment may be done in early stage disease to improve fetal 

outcome. A multidisciplinary team is required to make 

thorough investigations to determine the stage and extent of 

invasion as well as to make best decisions regarding time and 

mode of delivery. 
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