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Abstract

Changes in climate are recognized as one of the major factors responsible for land degradation affecting
sustained development. To ensure sustained development, conjunctive efforts based on a sound understanding of
the various factors that bestow to land degradation around the world are required. Hence, it is more significant to
verbalize climate, an inherent driver of land degradation instead of addressing the consequences of land
degradation. The present review furnishes impact of climate change on land degradation.
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Introduction

Anthropogenic climate change is recognized as one of the major
factors contributing to land degradation. Land degradation means
reduction in the potential of the land to produce benefits from a
particular land use under a specified form of land management and is
considered to be one of the major problems of the world in recent
times [1,2]. Land degradation encompasses change in chemical,
physical and biological property of the soil. Such a change in soil
properties alter and reduce the soil ability to sustain a peculiar quality
and quantity of plant growth [3]. Soils are also crucial to food security
and change in climate has threatened the food security by affecting the
soil property [4-8]. Understandings of the effects are required to know
how climate and soils interact and to understand changes in soil due to
change in climate. At regional, ocean basin and continental scales,
numerous long-term changes in climate have been noticed. These
admit changes in ocean salinity, far-flung changes in precipitation
amounts, changes in Arctic ice and temperatures, changes in wind
patterns, change in the intensity of tropical cyclones and changes in
heat waves and heavy precipitation. More acute and longer Carbon
dioxide (CO,) accelerated climate change and desertification stay
inextricably associated because of feedbacks between precipitation and
land degradation. Water resources are also inextricably associated with
climate. Annual ordinary river runoff and water availability are
projected to rise by 10-40 percent at high latitudes, in wet tropical
areas, at mid-latitudes and in the dry tropics it decreases by 10-30
percent. Land exhibited to degradation as a consequence of poor land
management could become infertile as a result of climate change. Land
degradation hazards included wind and water erosion, loss of soil
carbon, nutrient decline mass movement, soil structure decline, acid
sulfate soils and soil acidification. Hence the present review furnishes
climate change and its impact on land degradation.

Impact by Wind and Water Erosion

Wind and water erosion are the most widespread form of
degradation. In the arid and semi-arid areas risk of wind erosion is
serious. It happens whenever soil is left bare of vegetation as a result of

cultivation and overgrazing following overstocking. Wind leads to the
removal and deposition of soil particles from the top soil surface by its
action. Apart from this, it can ensue extra damage by burying
buildings, machinery and land with undesirable soil [9].

Water erosion admits various processes such as splash erosion, rill
and gully erosion and sheet erosion [3]. Splash erosion normally starts
water erosion and takes place as raindrops fall onto the bare soil
surface and break up the surface soil aggregates and splashes particles
into the air. Soil particles falling into the abandons between the surface
aggregates reduce the amount of rainwater and can pass through into
the soil and increasing runoff. Water running above the soil surface
has the ability to pick up some of the soil particles released by splash
erosion and besides, it also detach particles from the soil surface. This
consequence may lead to removal of soil particles from the soil surface
reasonably on consistent basis and is known as sheet erosion. Rill and
gully erosion occurs when runoff gets concentrated into channels. Rills
are small streamlets or head cuts of a size that can be checked by
tilling. Gullies erode away large amounts of soil with a huge amount of
rain. Gullies are similar as rills but basically larger in size. Normal
tilling doesn’t easily cease gullies.

Impact of Climate Change on Organic Matter Levels

Organic matter is one of the significant constituent of soils. It frame
soil structure and stability, water and oxygen holding capacity and
nutrient storage, hence it furnishes a home ground for numerous soil
micro flora and fauna. Organic matter is sensitive to changes in the
climate and their decomposition rate increases with increased
temperature. Expanding of agriculture and its intensification has
decreased the levels of soil organic matter. Majority of this organic
matter had been lost as carbon dioxide in the atmosphere and this
proves that some intensively cropped land release a substantial
amount of greenhouse gases [10]. Increase in plant growth due to
increased atmospheric CO, concentrations demonstrates the high use
of organic matter from the soils. Hence with the climatic change
organic-matter content of the soil highly affected.
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Acidification

Acidification is a natural process that usually occurs as a
consequence of nitrate leaching in high-rainfall areas [11]. Most
countries contain large areas of acidified soils and have become a
primary problem for agricultural soils, where land management
practices modify and aggravate the process [12]. Increase in extent of
acidification depends on both temperature and rainfall, i.e. regulated
by climate. Substantial increase in rainfall increases leaching and cause
acidification, whereas decline in rainfall reduce intensity and extent of
acidification [13]. Sub humid and arid geographical zone soils are
influenced by seasonal changes i.e. from leaching conditions to
evaporative conditions. Acid sulfate soils are the examples of
acidification as they suffer from extreme acidity as a result of the
oxidation of pyrite when pyrite-rich parent materials are drained [14].

Impact on Nutrient Levels

Nutrients are another important constituents of soil and
concentration of soil nutrients varies from one geographical region to
another. Soil nutrient quantity is often affected by climatic factor.
Change in temperature and precipitation could affect soil nutrient
levels in numerous manners. Increasing temperatures could act to
assert nutrients within the soil because of raised evaporative forces and
abbreviate leaching [15]. Downward movement of water in soil leads
to loss of soil nutrient; hence movement of water to a great extent
affects the soil nutrient level. Moreover, decrease in rainfall may cause
upward movements of nutrients and thus leads to Stalinization. In
tropical and subtropical countries, loss of soil nutrient is an increasing
problem [16,17].

Acid Sulfate Soils

Acid sulfate soils are natural soils that contain iron sulphides
generally in the form of iron pyrite. Two different forms of acid
sulphide soils occur in nature. One, in which pyrite remains in
reducing environment and another in which pyrite has been oxidized
by exposure to air leading to the geological formation of sulphuric
acid. Oxidation of metal sulfides to sulfuric acid and liberation of
significant quantities of metals in environment is responsible for a
major environmental menace in coastal lowlands and mined areas
where sulfides are present [18-23]. The climate change has severe
impacts on acid sulfate soils and severity has reached to extreme by
increase in the frequency and of weather events such as heavy rains
and droughts [24]. With climate change, the blushing of acid sulfate
materials from soil containing acid sulfate and mine wastes will cause
greater increases in concentrations that will be an ever increasing
threat to aquatic life [25].

Impact on Soil Structure

Soil structure is unique property of the soil that have a fundamental
effect on the behavior of soils, such as, water holding capacity, nutrient
transformations and movement, nutrient leaching, and drainage [26].
Climate change deteriorates the soil structure [27]. Changes to soil
structure are hard to quantify because of the influence of land use and
management, hence further research is this area is required for better
understanding of the effect of climate change on soil structure. Soils
containing high clay contents incline to shrink when they are in dry
condition, but they swell as they went up once again. This leads to
formation of large fissures and cracks. Dry climatic conditions
increase the size and frequency of crack formation in soils, particularly

in temperate regions [28,29]. Increase in crack with increase in
quantity of metals, such as aluminum, iron, manganese, heavy metals
is observed in case of acid soils when they are subjected to climatic
change [13].

Conclusions

There is overwhelming evidence which points the consequences of
climate change in land degradation. Understanding of the
consequence and their effects are urgently required to know how
climate and soils interact and to understand changes in soil due to
change in climate. Further, contribution of research in this field is
needed to developed ability to cope and adapt to climate change,
ability to assess how and where weather and climate patterns are likely
to change and the ability to predict the continuous fluctuations in risk
and vulnerability.
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