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Abstract

The large potential of the halal business and the continuous unique position and strength of the halal hubs
demand more from an audit function for halal assurance. Hence there is a need for a properly in place monitoring
and controlling system to be in tandem with the drastic development of the industry. This paper examines the role
of Shariah auditors in discharging their accountability towards halal assurance. The paper attempts to relate the
concept of accountability to the reality of a Shariah auditor by referring to the concept of “Taklif'in Al-Quran through
its Surah Al-Baqarah (2:282). Further, the role of the Shariah auditor for halal assurance is argued to be in defects
without the criteria of having the Islamic identity, being knowledgeable in Shariah Islamiah and having the value of
integrity embedded in him/her which relates to the characteristics of independence, objectivity, honesty and sincerity.
The paper concludes that the accountability of a Shariah auditor in halal assurance is believed to result in achieving

the conformity with the objectives of the Shariah Islamiah as a whole.
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Introduction

Auditing, in particular the theoretical aspects, have not been much
discussed in halal related discourses and conferences. It is frequently
represented that auditing is a practical subject, with the inference that
auditing is what auditors do, and that it does not have any theoretical
content [1]. Traditionally auditing only performed a stewardship
function. It informed the members of an entity whether management
of that entity, to whom their capital had been entrusted, had invested
it as planned. Later, the users of financial statements became more
sophisticated. They started to demand more from an audit function
than a mere attestation that their investments could still be accounted
for. Voluminous additional data accompany published financial
statements and auditors need to comment on these on top of basic
accounts. Hence auditing expanded from its stewardship role to the
growing awareness towards social audits. It is expected to grow and
adapt as the demands of the users of the profession change with time.

However, lately audit as a social phenomenon has been lacking in
the literature as well as in practice despite the assumption that good
quality attestation of social reporting is essential to an organization’s
reliability and ability to fulfill its required role in developing
transparency and accountability [2]. This is more so for a Halal Hub.
Realizing the large potential of the halal business and the continuous
unique position and strength, Malaysia has positioned itself to become
the Global Halal Hub. To spearhead and coordinate the overall of
the halal industry, the government has established the Halal Industry
Development Corporation (HDC). Hence there is a need for a properly
in place monitoring system for halal assurance to be in tandem with the
development and the aspiration of becoming a one-stop center of the
hub. Further, to have a complete controlling and monitoring process
chain, an extension to expressing opinion on the financial reporting of
an organization, the issues of social, environmental and sustainability
reporting and how they impact the halal industry should also be
addressed.

Islamic capital market is under the supervision of Securities
Commission Malaysia. Shari’ah Advisory Council (SAC) of the
Securities Commission has the solely authority to decide and to classify
the listed companies whether they are Shari’ah compliant or not. The

list is updated two times a year. The objectives of the list of the Shari’ah
approved companies are to facilitate the investors who are interested to
invest in Shari’ah compliant stocks, to centralize the Shari’ah decisions
domestically, to enhance the transparency and disclosure quality of the
information, to promote the development of Islamic capital market
(ICM) and to encourage the development of the Islamic instruments

[3].

In the progress of Shari’ah screening, the first stage is examining
the core activities of the companies. If the core activities are related
to financial services based on riba (interest), gaming and gambling,
manufacture or sale of non-halal products or related products,
conventional insurance, entertainment activities that are non-
permissible according to Shari’ah, manufacture or sale of tobacco-
based products or related products, stock broking or share trading
on Shari’ah non-compliant securities or other activities deemed
non-permissible according to Shari’ah, the companies will not be
categorized as Shari’ah approved companies. If the companies are
not related to the above stated core activities, these companies will be
assessed in the second stage. In the second stage, for companies which
have incomes from both permissible and non-permissible activities,
the SAC measures level of mixed contributions from permissible and
non-permissible activities towards turnover and profit before tax of
the companies. The SAC uses benchmarks based on Ijtihad (Shari’ah
based reasoning). In this stage, some financial ratios, for instance, the
ratio of liquid assets to illiquid assets, are computed to compare with
the benchmark. Where the contributions of non-permissible activities
exceed the benchmark, the securities shall be classified as Shari’ah
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non-compliant. Moreover, public image and the contribution of the
companies towards the society are the additional criteria that SAC is
looking for in assessing the companies. Currently more than 80% of the
listed companies are Shari’ah approved companies [4].

This paper examines the role of Shariah auditors in discharging
their accountability towards halal assurance. The following section
briefly discusses the need of auditing for halal assurance. Next, the
paper attempts to relate the concept of accountability to the reality of
a Shariah auditor for halal assurance. The paper argues that al-Quran
through its Surah Al-Bagarah (2:282) has embedded the key concept
of accountability as a framework to guide accountants with Islamic
values. The final section concludes.

The Need of Auditing For Halal Assurance

Before examining the auditors’ accountability for halal assurance
and how observance of shariah will affect them, it is worth reviewing the
Western literature in order to understand how auditing has developed
over the years. This may help readers to appreciate comparison to the
development of shariah audit practice for halal assurance in particular.

One would expect that the shariah auditing function is likely to be
different from that of the West because the environment is different, the
issues are different and the influential groups are different. Examining
the available Western literature may also provide a background to
a discussion on how shariah auditing may be improved from the
limitations of conventional auditing, if there is any.

Auditing is a profession, and just like any other profession, it
is dynamic not static. It will grow and adapt as the demands of the
users of that profession change with time. According to Tricker [5],
in exploring the precedents on auditing, two theses are advanced;
first, that external expectations of the audit function evolve, and the
practice of auditing develops, in response to changing demands for
accountability in society. Second, that demands for accountability
emerge as a response to perceived corporate collapse, crises or other
problems of social regulation. In other words, corporate crises may lead
to new expectations of and requirements for accountability, which in
turn lead to new demands on the audit function.

Globally, the growing amount of Islamic financial assets is
encouraging, as are efforts in creating new halal products and services.
The ability to build an Islamic economy will depend on its success
in bringing together the fragmented sharia-compliant sectors. The
ability to develop an Islamic economy will depend on how successful
it will be in bringing together the fragmented sharia-compliant, halal
and Muslim-friendly sectors. Cooperation with other Islamic hubs is
a major factor that will need to be addressed during the creation of
a cohesive Islamic economy. One of the most pressing issues is the
establishment of Islamic standards and a legal framework that leaves
no room for confusion. While regulatory bodies do exist, there is not
much trickle-down to the actual markets. On a national level, that could
be addressed by creating specific departments or experts dedicated to
Islamic industries. For companies operating in halal production, it is
also about credibility. Presenting a halal choice to Muslim consumers
will not automatically mean they will choose it over a conventional
product. They will need to be able to trust the brand is truly halal
and that the product is of comparable quality. All these elements will
require much time and effort to develop shariah auditors with proper
qualification and competency.

Auditors are accountable in expressing their opinion on the
accounts; and to some stakeholders it is not an assurance of the future

viability of an entity or an assurance that there has been no fraud or
other irregularities. Thus, in addition to higher competency levels
expected from the auditors, the scope of auditing for halal assurance
must change. For example, as an extension to expressing opinion on the
halal certification, the issues of social, environmental and sustainability
reporting should also be addressed.

Muslim Shariah law uses the word halal to refer to something
permitted or lawful. The law strictly prohibits consumption of pork
and drinks that contain alcohol. It forbids the use of utensils or food
that come into contact with other non-halal foodstuffs either directly
or indirectly. The law presses charges to offenders of this rule and may
force people to even pay interest among other penalties. The Sharia rule
is so particular to an extent that it sometimes contradicts other rules for
companies and businesses. Due to this ambiguity, there are only few
halal-certified establishments in non-Muslim nations.

Obtaining the halal certification does not allow the establishments
to tamper with quality. Regular inspections of businesses that have
already received the documents are done in order to uphold quality.
The inspections in non-Muslim countries such as Japan are usually
carried out by halal organizations in Muslim countries such as Malaysia
Halal Corporation which is an internal halal auditor recognized by
both Indonesian and Malaysian governments’ associated bodies.

Power [6] argues that the world is experiencing “the explosion
of an idea” and a movement along a continuum from a society that
trusts everything and audits nothing to a society that trusts nothing and
audits everything. It is clear that the role of auditing has evolved and
the relevance of auditing is established through its historical precedents
from detecting fraud and errors to enhancing the stakeholders’
confidence through audit opinion. Auditors are not only required to
enhance the credibility of financial statements or halal certification in
this case, but they are also expected to provide value-added services,
such as reporting on irregularities, identifying business risks and
advising management on internal control weaknesses. The paradigm
of auditing can be argued to be shifting, and the auditors’ role is being
redefined [7].

In the near future, more establishments are likely to offer halal-
certified services for Muslims. This might mean that there would be
increased Muslim-friendly businesses around the world including non-
Muslim countries such as the United Kindom, Australia, China and
Japan. The world’s total Muslim population stands at around 1.6 billion
which translates to about 25% of all the people in the world. With the
new achievement, to have halal assurance auditing framework should
be one of the critical agendas for halal hubs.

The Role of Shariah Auditors for Halal Assurance

The audit function in an Islamic state is important and mandatory
as it reflects the accountability of the auditor not only to the users of the
financial statements, but more important, to the Creator, Allah SWT.
This is because Muslims believe that one’s actions and thoughts are
always being watched by Allah (Muraqabah). Fundamental to Islam
is the edict that “..surely Allah takes careful account of all things”
(Quran, 4:86). It is to be noted that these references are to “account”
in its generic sense, reference to one’s obligation to “account” to God
on all matters pertaining to human endeavor for which every Muslim
is “accountable” [8].

In Islamic history, the institution of Hisba and the role of the
Muhtasib - to monitor, control and prevent fraudulent exploitations
on consumers in the market place goes back to the time of Prophet
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Muhammad (pbuh) and the first four Caliphs. The function was linked
to Quranic verses that urge Muslims to promote right and prevent
wrong. For instance in Surah Ali-Tmran, verse 104:

“Let there arise out of you, a band of people, inviting to all that is
good, enjoining what is right, and forbidding what is wrong: They are the
ones, to attain felicity.”

The prohibition of interest (riba) in Islam and the aspiration of
Muslims to make this prohibition a practical reality in their economies,
hasled to the establishment of a number of Islamic financial institutions
around the world [9] and the development of Islamic capital market.
Religious or shariah audit evolved in parallel to the development of
Islamic institutions in the Muslim world. Over the past two decades,
the development of Islamic banks has increased immensely and a large
number of Islamic banks have been established around the world. As
part of the Islamic business institutions, the Islamic banks are obliged to
perform Shariah compliance activities in their operations [10]. Starting
from the Islamic banking system, the shariah compliance activities later
on were applied to other financial sectors such as insurance and capital
market. With the drastic development of the Islamic financial system
operating in the Islamic and non-Islamic countries, automatically
the Islamic accounting and auditing will be important issues under
discussion. Al-Qur’an impliedly mentions the importance of auditing:

“O you who believe! If a wicked person comes to you with any news,
ascertain the truth, lest you harm people unwittingly, and afterwards
become full of repentance for what you have done (49:6)”.

Further, in Quran 2:282 (Al-Baqarah, verse 282), writing and
dictation of contracts, presence of the witnesses and specification of
date of payment are considered to be critical steps in ensuring validity
of a contract. Every single part of the contract will support each other
and provide strong evidence in case any doubt or confusion arises in
future. There is less chance for any party to cheat or take advantage of
the other party’s weaknesses. Most scholars agreed that the presence
of the witnesses was only a recommendation [11]. It would be very
pertinent and helpful if this reccommendation is applied as to avoid any
dissatisfaction or false claim that may arise.

The Halal industry is another new growth sector not only in
Malaysia but has become the fastest growing global business across
the world. It is also an emerging market force that is attracting non-
Muslims with its wholesome, hygienic and contamination-free
principles in food production. The global value for trade of Halal foods
and non-food products is estimated at USD2.1 trillion annually. To
serve the growing global consumer demands for Halal products and
services and to increase the confidence level of the users, halal assurance
activities should go hand-in hand with the promotion of halal products
and services.

Questions may then arise as to who should be responsible to
conduct the check and balance on shariah matters which is not covered
by the external auditors. Is there a need for a special category of shariah
auditors for halal assurance purposes? Or is it enough to have a shared
resource with the headquarters for the auditing purposes, if it happens
that the halal assurance is part of the whole business? If so, which
auditing framework do the auditors need to follow?

Shariah auditors do not have a mandatory regulated professional
code to follow; instead they follow the Islamic shariah principles [12].
Although AAOIFI [13] has come up with the code of ethics for auditors
of Islamic financial institutions, the framework/standards within
which to formulate their task as shariah auditors has not so far been

defined. The fact that they are guided by their moral beliefs [14] and
they are distinguished and knowledgeable shariah scholars [15] makes
it difficult to know whether they are competent to perform their duty
or not as shariah auditors, even though their position is comparable to
the auditors of the IFIs [16]. It is eventually an empirical question as
to who is a qualified shariah auditing expert, and what the boundaries
of certified knowledge? Further, which body should take charge of
ensuring the needs for auditors of halal assurance.

It is easy to show that a halal entity can comply with all rules
and regulations without adding any value or achieving the objective
of Magq’asid Ash-Shariah for which its formation is based. The
accountability of the shariah audit function carried out by the shariah
auditor is thus checked only to the extent of its adherence to rules
and procedures. Thus it may be assumed that the function makes no
contribution to assessing the achievement of the objectives specifically
on the socio-economic objectives. Different from the capitalist
environment, in an Islamic society with a very heavy social and ethical
agenda, the current practice of halal assurance may need to be extended
to auditing the overall achievement of the socio-economic objectives
of the entity.

Is the current profession qualified to undertake this extension
of duty? By right the auditor giving opinion on halal assurance is
religiously responsible and he is duty bound to acquire knowledge of
shariah and his duty emanates from the principles of Islam and from
the general standards of his profession. Therefore, it is the duty of the
auditor to do his best in the capacity of a professional by acquiring
related knowledge as the profession requires the auditor to certify that
the overall operation and business transactions of the institution which
they audit comply with the objective of the institution. Accordingly, if
the objective of the organization is to conduct business in accordance
with shariah principles, the auditors have the responsibility to ensure
shariah compliance in every aspect by virtue of taking the audit
assignment [17].

Zaid [18] discussed the mandatory requirements of Al-Kateb
(accountants/auditors) in a Muslim society. The most important
criteria is the Islamic identity. The appointed person must be able
to apply, explain, and interpret related issues with reference to the
Islamic law. This criteria is relevant for halal assurance in particular
which demands the responsible person to be a practicing Muslim who
is committed and capable of competently discharching the expected
technical tasks within the requirements of the Shariah.

Being knowledgeable in Shariah Islamiah should be another
fundamental requirement as the Shariah Islamiah (Islamic law)
is the guiding foundation that Al-Kateb needs in carrying out his
work, without which he cannot justify his actions and rationalize
his judgments. Further, Zaid [18] stressed on the criteria of integrity
which according to him, one that cannot be ignored when discussing
the role to be played by a Shariah auditor. This eventually relates to
characteristics of independence, objectivity, honesty and sincerity.

In view of the elements discussed above and together with
the understanding of Quran 2:282, the concept of “Taklif” or the
accountability of a Shariah auditor in halal assurance is believed to
result in achieving the conformity with the objectives of the Shariah
Islamiah.

Conclusion

Islam has developed its own concept of accountability, which is the
concept of “taklif’ where everyone is accountable for his responsibility
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which entails reward or punishment, each of which would come in this
world or in the Hereafter or both [19]. This means that the people must
accept the duties and liabilities as well as the benefits of any ownership
or responsibility, though they have no control over the final decisions
of their actions.

This is the reason why the injunctions of shariah is aimed to educate
individuals including the shariah auditors and inspire them with faith
and instill in them the qualities of being trustworthiness and righteous
[20]. It is through grooming the individuals with accountability that
Islam aims at achieving its socio-economic goals.

Aknowledgement

We are grateful to Ministry of Higher Education Malaysia for sponsoring this
research project through ARIHICoE research grant and to Universiti Teknologi
MARA for the support.

References
1. Flint D (1988) Philosophy and principles of auditing. Macmillan. London.

2. Gray R (2006) Social, environmental and sustainability reporting and
organizational value creation? Whose value? Whose creation? Accounting,
Auditing & Accountability Journal 19: 793-819.

3. (2014) Reaching out building communities. Annual Report. Bursa Malaysia.

4. Zulkafli A, Adul Samad MF, Ismail Ml (2005) Corporate Governance in
Malaysia. Malaysian Institute of Corporate Governance.

5. Tricker RI (1982) Corporate accountability and the role of the audit function.
Auditing Research; Issues and opportunities. Pitman Books, London.

6. Power MK (2003) Auditing and the production of legitimacy. Accounting,
Organizations and Society 28: 379-394.

Citation: Kasim N, Md Noor R, Shafii Z, Abidin AZ (2015) Halal Assurance for
Islamic Capital Market: The Accountability of Shariah Auditors. Arabian J Bus
Manag Review 5: 161. doi:10.4172/2223-5833.1000161

13.
14,

17

18.

20.

Cosserat GW (2004) Modern Auditing. John Wiley and Sons Ltd.,West Sussex, UK.

Askary S, Clark F (1997) Accounting in the Quranic Verses. The Islamic
Perspective Journal 10: 139-152.

Chapra MU, Khan T (2000) Regulation and supervision of Islamic banks.
Islamic Development Bank (IRTI), Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.

.Rahman A, Bakar NBA, Syafie AW (2004) A preliminary study on the

responsibility and independence of shariah advisors of Islamic banks.
Proceedings of IlUM Accounting Conference Il, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

. Kathir I, Abi al-Fida | (1991) Tafsir Al-Quran Al-Azim. Darul Khair, Beirut.
12.

Banaga A, Ray, G, Tomkins C (1994) External audit and corporate governance
in Islamic banks: A joint practitioner-academia research study. Avebury, Hants,
England.

AAOIFI (2005) Bahrain.

Karim RAA (1990) The independence of religious and external auditors: The
case of Islamic banks. Journal of Accounting, Auditing and Accountability 3:
34-43.

.Ali AY (2000) The meaning of the Holy Quran, new edition with revised

translation, commentary and newly comprehensive index. Amana Publication,
Maryland.

. Kamal KM, Lokesh G, Bala S (2008) Islamic Banking, A Practical Perspective.

Pearson Longman, Petaling Jaya, Malaysia.

. Al-Tijani A, Banaga (1994) Discourse with experts.

Zaid OA (2000) Were Islamic records precursors to accounting books based on
the Italian method? Accounting Historians Journal 27: 73-90.

. Al-Safi AK (1992) Accountability: Islam Verses Man-made Doctrines. Kuala

Lumpur, Darul Fikir.

Laldin MA (2006) Introduction to Shariah and Islamic Jurisprudence, CERT
Publication, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

Arabian J Bus Manag Review
ISSN: 2223-5833 AJBMR an open access journal

Volume 5 ¢ Issue 6 + 1000161


https://books.google.co.in/books/about/Philosophy_and_principles_of_auditing.html?id=EaJLAQAAIAAJ&redir_esc=y
http://disciplinas.stoa.usp.br/pluginfile.php/228355/mod_resource/content/1/Gray_2006.pdf
http://disciplinas.stoa.usp.br/pluginfile.php/228355/mod_resource/content/1/Gray_2006.pdf
http://disciplinas.stoa.usp.br/pluginfile.php/228355/mod_resource/content/1/Gray_2006.pdf
http://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=en&user=o3j7558AAAAJ&citation_for_view=o3j7558AAAAJ:u-x6o8ySG0sC
http://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=en&user=o3j7558AAAAJ&citation_for_view=o3j7558AAAAJ:u-x6o8ySG0sC
https://books.google.co.in/books/about/Corporate_Accountability_and_the_Role_of.html?id=KVZAnwEACAAJ&redir_esc=y
https://books.google.co.in/books/about/Corporate_Accountability_and_the_Role_of.html?id=KVZAnwEACAAJ&redir_esc=y
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0361368201000472
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0361368201000472
https://books.google.co.in/books/about/Modern_Auditing.html?id=tpHEQgAACAAJ
http://www.sbp.org.pk/departments/ibd/Regulation_Supervision.pdf
http://www.sbp.org.pk/departments/ibd/Regulation_Supervision.pdf
http://www.researchgate.net/publication/201882992_A_Preliminary_Study_on_the_Responsibility_and_Independence_of_Syariah_Advisors_of_Islamic_Banks
http://www.researchgate.net/publication/201882992_A_Preliminary_Study_on_the_Responsibility_and_Independence_of_Syariah_Advisors_of_Islamic_Banks
http://www.researchgate.net/publication/201882992_A_Preliminary_Study_on_the_Responsibility_and_Independence_of_Syariah_Advisors_of_Islamic_Banks
http://www.aaoifi.com/
http://www.researchgate.net/publication/235299396_The_Independence_of_Religious_and_External_Auditors_TheCase_of_Islamic_Banks
http://www.researchgate.net/publication/235299396_The_Independence_of_Religious_and_External_Auditors_TheCase_of_Islamic_Banks
http://www.researchgate.net/publication/235299396_The_Independence_of_Religious_and_External_Auditors_TheCase_of_Islamic_Banks
http://trendypaper.com/the-meaning-of-the-holy-quran
http://trendypaper.com/the-meaning-of-the-holy-quran
http://trendypaper.com/the-meaning-of-the-holy-quran
http://www.financepractitioner.com/information-sources/islamic-banking-a-practical-perspective
http://www.financepractitioner.com/information-sources/islamic-banking-a-practical-perspective
http://www.jstor.org/stable/40698486?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
http://www.jstor.org/stable/40698486?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
http://www.dakwahbookstore.com.my/index.php?route=product/product&product_id=154
http://www.dakwahbookstore.com.my/index.php?route=product/product&product_id=154

	Title
	Corresponding author
	Abstract
	Keywords
	Introduction
	The Need of Auditing For Halal Assurance      
	The Role of Shariah Auditors for Halal Assurance  
	Conclusion 
	Aknowledgement
	References

