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Introduction

Tobacco and its products have been linked with the deaths of more
than 7 million people on an annual basis, of which close to 87% deaths
have been attributed to direct use of them, while the remaining have been
attributed to second-hand smoke [1]. It is an alarming fact that in excess
of 50% of the users are dying because of the tobacco, which is a real cause
of global public health concern [1,2]. Moreover, it becomes even more
difficult as four-fifths of the world’s smokers are from developing nations,
which are already having a weak public health care delivery system,
inadequate health care financing and limited resources [1].

In order to deal with the existing global public health menace
of tobacco, wide range of strategies have been tried upon, with the
varied extent of success [2-6]. Interventions in the form of pictorial
warnings on the tobacco products; anti-tobacco advertisements & use
of mass media; prohibition of tobacco advertisements, promotion and
sponsorship (67% of the global nations have successfully done it); and
an increase in the taxes over tobacco products, has been implemented
in different nations [3-5]. However, it is really surprising that despite
the availability of documented evidence (viz. a 10% decrease in the
tobacco products, will reduce the consumption of tobacco by 4% in
developed and 5% in developing nations), a meager 33 nations have
introduced the provision [1,2].

In addition, significant emphasis has been given to bring an end to
the illicit trade of tobacco products by targeting the responsible agencies
involved in smuggling, illicit production and counterfeiting [6]. At this
juncture, it is important to understand that even though tobacco industries
have expressed their support to curb illicit practices, however in reality,
their stand has been quite different [7]. Moreover, in one of the recent
developments, the tobacco industry in the United States has been forced
to accept that their products are harmful and they have misled the general
population about the health benefits of smoking [7].

Furthermore, in a latest resolution, the French bank has decided
to no longer finance and invest in tobacco companies [7]. However, we
must not be too happy with these developments and not think that the
war against the industry is over, as these industries will definitely come
up with some new ways to oppose the imposed restrictions or by the
launch of some other types of products [7]. There is an immense need
to strongly implement the World Health Organization’s Framework
Convention on Tobacco Control [1-6].

To conclude, the need of the hour is to ensure that all the national
governments should come forward and continue the momentum
against tobacco industries and continue their intensified support to
enforce prohibition of advertisement, promotion, production and
marketing related activities.
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