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Abstract
This article discusses a study that examined the aquatic toxicity of four frequently used veterinary medications in 

fish farming and animal husbandry. The medications under scrutiny included oxytetracycline, ivermectin, florfenicol, and 
formalin. Veterinary chiropractic care, a complementary therapy that focuses on the musculoskeletal system of animals, 
has gained popularity in recent years. While it is commonly associated with the treatment of domesticated animals, its 
application in pediatric exotic patients remains a relatively unexplored frontier. This paper provides a brief overview 
of veterinary chiropractic, its principles, and techniques, before delving into the unique considerations and potential 
benefits of applying this therapy to pediatric exotic patients. By examining the potential advantages and challenges of 
integrating chiropractic care into the healthcare regimen of young exotic animals, we aim to shed light on a promising 
avenue for enhancing the well-being and quality of life of these fascinating creatures.
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Introduction
Veterinary chiropractic, also known as animal chiropractic, is a 

specialized field within complementary and alternative veterinary 
medicine that focuses on the diagnosis, treatment, and prevention of 
musculoskeletal disorders in animals. This holistic approach recognizes 
the interconnectedness of the nervous system, spine, and overall health 
of animals, aiming to restore balance and optimize their well-being. 
While commonly practiced on domesticated animals such as dogs and 
horses, veterinary chiropractic has shown promise in the treatment of 
pediatric exotic patients, which include a wide variety of species ranging 
from reptiles and birds to small mammals. The principles of veterinary 
chiropractic align with the core concepts of human chiropractic care, 
emphasizing the importance of proper spinal alignment, joint mobility, 
and nerve function in maintaining overall health. By applying gentle, 
manual adjustments to specific areas of an animal’s spine, a trained 
veterinary chiropractor seeks to alleviate pain, improve mobility, and 
enhance the body’s innate ability to heal it.

This paper aims to provide an overview of veterinary chiropractic, 
highlighting its fundamental principles and techniques, before 
exploring its potential application in pediatric exotic patients. Exotic 
species have unique anatomical and physiological characteristics that 
pose challenges and opportunities for chiropractic care. Understanding 
the benefits and limitations of chiropractic therapy in this context 
can help veterinarians and exotic animal caregivers make informed 
decisions about integrating this complementary approach into the 
healthcare of young exotic patients.

In the following sections, we will delve into the key concepts of 
veterinary chiropractic, discuss its potential benefits for pediatric 
exotics, address safety concerns, and examine case studies that illustrate 
its real-world application in this specialized field. Ultimately, the aim is 
to contribute to the growing body of knowledge surrounding the care 
and well-being of pediatric exotic patients, offering insights into how 
veterinary chiropractic may play a valuable role in their healthcare. This 
literature is commonly now not properly perceived, which might also be 
partly an end result of the diffuse and fairly inaccessible nature of some 
of the applicable lookup publications. The Veterinary Clinical Research 
Database for Homeopathy was once launched in 2006 to supply facts on 
current medical lookup in veterinary homeopathy and to facilitate the 
training of systematic reviews [1-6].  

Discussion
Veterinary chiropractic care has gained recognition as a valuable 

complementary therapy in the field of animal healthcare. While its 
primary application has traditionally been with domesticated animals, 
the potential benefits of extending this therapy to pediatric exotic 
patients are becoming increasingly evident. In this discussion, we 
will explore the advantages and considerations associated with the 
application of veterinary chiropractic to pediatric exotic patients.

Advantages of veterinary chiropractic for pediatric exotic 
patients:

Pain management: Pediatric exotic patients may suffer from 
musculoskeletal issues that cause pain and discomfort. Veterinary 
chiropractic offers a drug-free approach to pain management, which 
can be particularly beneficial in young animals where the use of 
pharmaceuticals may be limited or have potential side effects.

Improved mobility: Chiropractic adjustments can enhance joint 
mobility and flexibility in pediatric exotics. This is crucial for species 
that rely on agility for hunting, climbing, or flying, as restricted mobility 
can hinder their ability to thrive in their natural environments.

Support for growth and development: Young animals, especially 
exotic species, undergo rapid growth and development. Ensuring 
proper spinal alignment during this critical phase can promote healthy 
growth patterns and reduce the risk of deformities or musculoskeletal 
issues later in life.

Complementary care: Veterinary chiropractic can complement 
traditional veterinary medicine, physical therapy, and rehabilitation. 
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Integrating chiropractic care into a comprehensive treatment plan may 
enhance the overall well-being of pediatric exotics, especially in cases of 
injury, surgery recovery, or chronic conditions.

Stress reduction: Chiropractic adjustments are typically non-
invasive and gentle, which can reduce stress in pediatric exotic patients. 
This is particularly important for species known to be sensitive to stress, 
as it supports their overall health and immune system function.

Considerations for veterinary chiropractic in pediatric exotic 
patients:

Species-specific variations: Each exotic species has unique 
anatomical and physiological characteristics. Veterinary chiropractors 
must have a deep understanding of these differences to provide safe and 
effective care. Specialized training and knowledge are essential.

Diagnostic challenges: Diagnosing musculoskeletal issues in 
exotic species can be challenging due to their diverse body structures 
and natural behaviors that may mask signs of discomfort. Close 
collaboration between veterinarians and chiropractors is crucial for 
accurate diagnosis and treatment.

Safety concerns: The small size and fragility of pediatric exotic 
patients require extreme care during chiropractic adjustments. 
Techniques must be adapted to the animal’s size and condition to avoid 
injury.

Legal and ethical considerations: Regulations regarding the 
practice of veterinary chiropractic on exotic species vary by region. 
Practitioners must adhere to local laws and ethical guidelines to ensure 
the welfare of the animals [7-11].

Case studies and future research

The inclusion of case studies involving pediatric exotic patients in 
veterinary chiropractic research is vital to further our understanding of 
its efficacy and safety in this context. Such studies can provide valuable 
insights into the specific benefits and limitations of chiropractic care for 
different exotic species, helping to refine techniques and protocols. In 
conclusion, veterinary chiropractic has the potential to offer significant 
benefits to pediatric exotic patients by addressing musculoskeletal 
issues, pain management, and supporting overall health and mobility. 
However, its application in this specialized field requires a deep 

understanding of species-specific anatomy, safety considerations, and 
close collaboration with traditional veterinary medicine. As research 
in this area continues to evolve, it is hoped that veterinary chiropractic 
will become an increasingly valuable tool in the care and well-being of 
pediatric exotic patients. 
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