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Abstract
This study was conducted at University of Gujrat during 2017 to 2018 as a term paper for Master of Philosophy.
The data regarding use of Insects as Biological Weapons was reviewed and compiled as a review paper from
various published articles of international reputed journals annual/environmental reports of recognized organization
and e-books. Use of entomological weapons is a wide field of research. Insects were used as biological weapons
from ancient times and this concept is very old. Different insects can be used for this purpose by different ways.
Insects can be used as biological weapons against crops, animals and human beings. Insects may be used as direct
pests against crop or they may be used as vectors to spread diseases in animals and human beings. In both cases
their effects are devastating. House Flies, Oriental Rat Flea, Colorado potato beetle, Ticks, screw worm larvae are
the examples of some insects which can be used as biological weapons. Use of biological weapons in war against
humans is however illegal.

Keywords: Biological weapons; Entomological warfare; Agro
terrorism and Legal status

Introduction
This concept of using insects as biological weapons is very old and
even today research on this topic is carried out by many countries. In
14th century in Asia Minor plague which was spread through fleas also
known as black death was the on the of earliest event of using insect as
biological weapons it was used in Crimean against the city of Kaffa [1].
Another earliest use of insects as biological weapons by earliest
humans was the use of bees for direct attack [2,3]. Japan and many
other countries were accused of using Entomological warfare in World
War 2. The only verified use of Entomological warfare on large scale is
by Japanese against Chinese in World War 2. It is type of biological
warfare [4]. In EW insect are used as a direct attack or used as vectors
to spread disease through specific biological agent [5,6].

History
Insects are being used as biological weapons since ancient times. In
14th century fleas are used to spread plague against the city of Kaffa in
Asia Minor [1]. In World War 2 Germans used Colorado beetle against
enemy crops [7]. Japanese also used plague infected fleas and cholera
infected flies against Chinese in World War 2 [5,8]. Many techniques
are developed by soviets during cold war era to transmit diseases like
foot and mouth disease using ticks. But however they did not used
them against any country [9]. Similarly during Cold war USA also
developed a laboratory capable of producing millions of yellow fever
infected mosquitos to attack soviets and they also did experiment on
their survivability if dropped from plane [7,10].
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Biological Weapons
It is use of Living organisms like Viruses, Bacteria, Fungi, protozoa
and insects or their toxins to cause disease or kill humans, animals and
plants.

Entomological Warfare
It is use of insects to attack enemy. It is type of biological warfare in
which insects are used as biological weapons. Different insects can be
used by different ways in entomological warfare [4].

Different ways to use insects as biological weapons
EW can be used by 3 different ways [5]. For this purpose insects are
first infected with pathogens then they are dispersed on an area which
is to be targeted. These insects act as a vector and infect particular
animal or people of targeted area. In second type insects are directly
used to destroy crops. In this case insects may not cause damage by
pathogens or by acting as a vector. In third type uninfected insects are
directly used as a direct attack on enemy like bees [5].

Agro Terrorism
It is the destruction or disruption of food and agriculture industry
by using pant pathogens or pests.

Colorado Potato Beetle
It is major potato pest and its female can lay up to 800 eggs. It has
orange and yellow body with five strips on its elytra [11]. It is similar to
false potato beetle. It is native to Colorado and Mexico [12]. With the
passage of time Colorado potato beetle have become resistant to and
dichloro-diphenyl-trichloroethane,other major pesticides classes
[ 11,13]. Colorado potato beetle was also produced in large number by
Germans during World War 2 to destroy enemy food sources [7]. They
released 54000 Colorado beetles in south Frankfurt to check their
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effect [14]. French entomologists also concluded that Colorado beetle
can be used as biological weapon against enemy crops [7]. During
Cold war CIA was also blamed to use it against soviet crops [15,16].
15000 Colorado beetles are sent by USA to Britain in 1942 to study
them as a biological weapon [14].

caterpillar [28]. Most caterpillars are herbivorous and agricultural pests
[29]. They cause damage by eating leaves and many species have
become resistant to many pesticides [30]. In 1990 USA spent 6.5
million dollars on research to use caterpillars as biological weapon
against crops [31].

Oriental Rat Flea

Black Flies

It is the vector of murine typhus and bubonic plague, and these
diseases are transmitted from one flea generation to the next by their
eggs [17]. Japan used these fleas on large scale as a biological weapon
against Chinese in Word War 2. This program was let by Lt. General
Shirō Ishii [5]. These plague fleas was dropped by low flying panes on
the city of Changde and caused plague which resulted in 500,000 death
of Chinese [5,8].

They are 3 to 6mm in size small robust flies with short wings and
humped thorax. They are also known as turkey gnats and buffalo gnats.
The feed on the blood of poultry and cattle. If flies attack in large
number they cause death of animal. Death is caused in many cases due
to acute toxaemia. Productivity is even reduced by low population of
flies. They are also vectors of protozoans (Leucocytozoon) which cause
leucocytozoonosis in poultry and filarial nematodes (Onchocerca)
which cause bovine onchocerciasis [23,32-34]. In human black flies
transmit onchocerciasis they are vectors of parasitic nematode
Onchocerca volvulus. The parasite lives in the skin of human and is
transmitted when flies take meal during feeding so they can also be
used as biological weapon to transmit disease in humans, poultry and
cattle [35].

House Fly
House fly can act as a lethal biological weapon. It is vector of up 100
different kinds of pathogens which can causes diseases like cholera,
typhoid, salmonellosis, anthrax, tuberculosis, ophthalmic, bacillary
dysentery and parasitic worms. It is also important vector of different
viruses like poliomyelitis, enteroviruses and viral hepatitis [18-20].
Some strains of house fly are also resistant to many kinds of pesticides
commonly used [21,22]. Japanese also used cholera infected flies as an
entomological weapon against Chinese to spread disease during World
War 2 [5].

Ticks
Ticks can also be used as biological weapon to spread different
diseases in poultry and livestock and humans. They are the carrier of
many bacteria, protozoan and viruses [23]. Aegyptianellosis is a
common disease found in poultry caused by Argus spp. of ticks. It
spread from one bird to another [24]. Similarly cattle fever tick is a
vector of Babesia bigemina which causes cattle fever. Babesia bovis can
also be transmitted by this tick. Babesiosis causes $3 billion annual
losses to U.S. cattle industry ever year in early 20th century [23].
During Cold War era Soviet Union developed techniques to transmit
diseases like foot and mouth disease using ticks. Avian ticks are also
used by them to transmit Chlamydophila psittaci in chickens [9]. In
humans they are responsible for causing rickettsialpox, typhus, African
tick bite fever, Boutonneuse fever, Rocky Mountain spotted fever,
Queensland tick typhus, Flinders Island spotted fever, Colorado tick
fever, Q fever, tick-borne meningoencephalitis and Ehrlichiosis [25].

Mosquitos
Mosquitos can also be used as biological weapon to cause disease in
birds, animals and humans. They are the vectors of different viruses
and parasites. Viral diseases include Dengue fever, chikungunya and
yellow fever which are mostly caused by Aedes aegyptus [26]. Similarly
malaria is caused by protozoan called plasmodium [27]. During cold
war USA made a laboratory which can produce 100 million yellow
fever infected mosquitos to attack Soviet Union [7]. In 1955 United
States dropped 300,000 yellow fever infected mosquitos during
operation big buzz to check their survivability [10].

Caterpillars
Caterpillar is the larvae of order Lepidoptera members which
include butterflies and moths. Sawflies larvae are also known as
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Biting Midges
They are 1 to 4mm long flies which belong to order Diptera. They
are also known as punkies, sand-flies and no-see-ums [36]. They are
persistent and vicious biters [23]. They are vectors of arboviruses and
different non-viral pathogens [37,38]. They are vectors of virus that
cause blue tongue in cattle and in sheep. In cattle epizootic
haemorrhagic disease is also caused by them. In poultry they spread
blood protozoans and equine onchoceriasis [23]. So artificially infected
biting midges colonies can be used to spread disease among cattle and
poultry.

Horse Flies and Deer flies
They can also be used as biological weapons as they are livestock’s
major pest especially cattle transmitting different diseases in them.
They are robust and large in size. They have blade like mouth parts
which are designed by nature to inflict deep bleeding wounds [23,39].
They can transmit diseases like bovine leukemia, infectious anemia,
hog cholera, Trypanosoma sp. Protozoans and Elaeophora sp.
Nematodes. [23,40].

Warble Fly
They are large flies which are parasites of cattle. They are also known
as gad flies, bomb flies or heel flies. Their larva is called wolves or cattle
grub. Some species larvae also invade human tissues. They are large
hairy orange to yellow in colour and bee like in appearance. The adults
are free living and have vestigial mouth parts [41].
Warble fly larvae which is known cattle grub can be used as
biological weapon as in 1976 U.S. alone faced estimated $360 million
losses due cattle grub. When tissue invading cattle grub larvae reaches
to oesophagus and spinal cord they cause paralysis [23]. In human H.
bovis species larvae cause disease called intracerebral myiasis in which
invasion of intracerebral tissues takes place. Symptoms of this disease
include intracerebral hematoma and convulsions [42]. H. tarandi,
which is a parasite of caribou is responsible for human eye myiasis
which cause glaucoma, uveitis, and retinal detachment [43]. So warble
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flies if produced in large scale in laboratory can be used as antilivestock biological weapon.

Screw Worm Fly
Screw worm fly can also be used as biological weapon against
livestock animals. It is parasitic fly whose larvae infests on open
wounds of warm blooded animals [44]. Their larvae attack only
healthy living tissues of their host. It is major pest of cattle and other
livestock animals [23]. Screw worm can cause tissue loss, vital organ
destruction and even death in extreme cases [45]. Screw worm female
can lay up to 3000 eggs in her lifecycle and travel up to 200km in the
search of host [46].

Legal status of entomological weapons
Insect vectors are not mentioned in the text of Biological and Toxic
Weapons Convention (BWC) of 1972. However vectors are covered in
treaty [47]. Use of vectors in armed conflict for hostile purposes is
banned by article 1 of BWC [47,48]. So BWC covers insect vectors
[49]. However the use of uninfected insects against crops is not clear
[50].

Conclusion and Recommendations
Use of insects as biological weapons is very cheap and effective
warfare. They can easily be used to spread disease among enemy and to
destroy enemy crops and livestock. But unlike conventional weapons
they act slowly and their use in war is illegal and considered as war
crime so there should be laws and regulations to prohibit their
proliferation or to be used in war. There also should be check and
balance to prevent biological weapons going into hands of terrorists
and to be used to spread terrorism. Airport security and export and
import security should also be increased so that biological weapons
may not be smuggled from one country to another for this purpose
there should be entomological experts in anti-terrorism investigation
teams, borders and airport security teams.

References
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Kirby Reid (2005) Using the flea as weapor. Army Chemical Review.

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.

Pete B (2008) Warfare gets the creepy-crawlies. Laramie Boomerang.
(2005) UW Professor Examines Biological Setting of Egyptian Plagues
(Press release), University of Wyoming.
Peterson RKD (1990) The Role of Insects as a Biological Weapon,
Department of Entomology, Montana State University, notes based on
seminar.
Lockwood JA (2008) Six-legged Soldiers Using Insects as Weapons of
War, Oxford University Press, USA. 9–26.
(2002) An Introduction to Biological WeaponsTheir Prohibition, and the
Relationship to Biosafety. The Sunshine Project.
Lockwood JA (2008) "Bug Bomb", Boston Globe.
Novick LF, John SM (2001) Public Health Issues Disaster Preparedness,
Jones & Bartlett Publishers.
Jonathan B (2008) Agricultural Biological Warfare: An Overview. The
Arena, Paper # 9, Chemical and Biological Arms Control Institute, via
Memorial Institute for the Prevention of Terrorism.
William RH (1981) An Evaluation of Entomological Warfare as a
Potential Danger to the United States and European NATO Nations, U.S.
Army Test and Evaluation Command, Dugway Proving Ground, via
thesmokinggun.com.

J Bioterror Biodef, an open access journal
ISSN: 2157-2526

29.
30.
31.

32.
33.
34.
35.
36.

Capinera JL (2001) Handbook of Vegetable Pests. Academic Press, San
Diego, USA.
Arnett Jr RH, Thomas MC, Skeppey PE, Frank JH (2002) American
Beetles, Vol 2. CRC Press. Boca Raton, USA.
Alyokhin A, Baker M, Mota-Sanchez D, Dively G, Grafius E (2008)
Colorado potato beetle resistance to insecticides. American Journal of
Potato Research 85: 395–413.
Heather NW, Hallman GJ (2008) Pest Management and Phytosanitary
Trade Barriers CABI, 17–18.
Croddy EA, Wirtz JJ (2005) Weapons of Mass Destruction: An
Encyclopedia of Worldwide Policy, Technology, and History ABC-CLIO.
Daisy S (2014) What's Orange and Black and Bugging Ukraine?. Radio
Free Europe / Radio Liberty.
Farhang-Azad A, Traub R, Baqar S (1985) Transovarial transmission of
murine typhus rickettsiae in Xenopsylla cheopis fleas. Science 227: 543–
545.
Ostrolenk M, Welch H (1942) The House fly as a vector of food poisoning
organisms in food producing establishments. Am J Public Health Nations
Health 32: 487–494.
Levine OS, Levine MM (1991) House flies (Musca domestica) as
mechanical vectors of shigellosis. Rev Infect Dis 13: 688–696.
Förster M, Klimpel S, Sievert K (2009) The house fly (Musca domestica)
as a potential vector of metazoan parazites caught in a pig-pen in
Germany. Veterinary Parasitology 160: 163–167.
Georghiou GP, Hawley MK (1971) Insecticide resistance resulting from
sequential selection of houseflies in the field by organophosphorus
compounds. Bulletin of the World Health Organization 45: 43–51.
Keiding J (1975) Problems of housefly (Musca domestica) control due to
multiresistance to insecticides. Journal of Hygiene, Epidemiology,
Microbiology, and Immunology 19: 340–355.
Veterinary entomology (2010) Livestock and Companion Animals Ralph
E. Williams, Purdue University West Lafayette, Indiana, U.S.A.
Euzéby JP (1997) List of Bacterial Names with Standing in Nomenclature:
a folder available on the Internet. Int J Syst Bacteriol 47: 590–592.
Unsworth NB, Stenos J, Graves SR, Faa AG, Cox GE, et al. (2007) Flinders
Island spotted fever rickettsioses caused by "marmionii" strain of
Rickettsia honei, Eastern Australia. Emerg Infect Dis 13: 566–573.
WHO (2009) Dengue Guidelines for Diagnosis, Treatment, Prevention
and Control. Geneva: World Health Organization.
Worrall E, Basu S, Hanson K (2005) Is malaria a disease of poverty? A
review of the literature. Trop Med Int Health 10: 1047–1059.
Eleanor Anne Ormerod (1892) A text-book of agricultural entomology:
being a guide to methods of insect life and means of prevention of insect
ravage for the use of agriculturists and agricultural students. Simpkin,
Marshall, Hamilton, Kent & Co.
Greene E (1989) A Diet-Induced Developmental Polymorphism in a
Caterpillar. Science. 243: 643–646.
Redd JT, Voorhees RE, Török TJ (2007) Outbreak of lepidopterism at a
Boy Scout camp. J Am Acad Dermatol 56: 952–955.
Irwin ME, GE Kampmeier (2008) Commercial products, from insects, (p.
6). In Resh, V.H. & Carde, R. eds. Encyclopedia of Insects, Academic
Press, San Diego, via University of Illinois and Illinois Natural History
Survey.
Daley B (2008) Black flies surge in Maine's clean rivers. Boston Globe.
Hough A (2010) Blandford fly: surge in 'infected' insect bites blamed on
new superfly. The Daily Telegraph. London.
Mullen G, Durden L (2009) Medical and Veterinary Entomology.
Academic Press.
Service MW (2008) Medical Entomology for Students. Cambridge
University Press. 81–92.
Whelan P (2003) Biting Midges or 'Sand-flies' in the Northern Territory.
The Northern Territory Disease Control Bulletin.

Volume 9 • Issue 1 • 1000156

Citation:

Chaudhary FN, Malik MF, Hussain M, Asif N (2017) Insects as Biological Weapons. J Bioterror Biodef 9: 156. doi:

10.4172/2157-2526.1000156

Page 4 of 4
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.

Carpenter S, Groschup MH, Garros C, Felippe-Bauer ML, Purse BV
(2013) Culicoides biting midges, arboviruses and public health in Europe.
Antiviral Re100: 102–113.
Linley JR (1985) Biting Midges (Diptera: Ceratopogonidae) as Vectors of
Nonviral Animal Pathogens. J Med Entomol22: 589–599.
Kazimírová M, Sulanová M, Kozánek M, Takác P, Labuda M, et al. (2001)
Identification of anticoagulant activities in salivary gland extracts of four
horse-fly species (Diptera, Tabanidae). Haemostasis. 31: 294–305.
Wilkerson RC, Butler JF, Pechuman LL (1985) Swarming, hovering and
mating behavior of male horse flies and deer flies (Diptera: Tabanidae)".
Myia 3: 515–546.
Piper R (2007) Extraordinary Animals: An Encyclopedia of Curious and
Unusual Animals. Greenwood Press
Kalelioğlu M, Aktürk G, Aktürk F, Komsuoğlu SS, Kuzeyli K, et al. (1989)
Intracerebral myiasis from Hypoderma bovis larva in a child. Case report.
J Neurosurg 71: 929–931.
Lagacé-Wiens PRS, Dookeran R, Skinner S, Leicht R, Colwell DD, et al.
(2008) Human ophthalmomyiasis interna caused by Hypoderma tarandi,
Northern Canada. Emerg Infect Dis 14: 64-66.

J Bioterror Biodef, an open access journal
ISSN: 2157-2526

44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.

50.

Curran J (2002) "Screw-Worm Fly". Government of Western Australia:
Department of Agriculture Farmnotes.
45. (2000) California Department of Food and Agriculture Animal
Health Branch. "Fact Sheet: Screwworm".
James MT (1947) The Flies That Cause Myiasis in Man. USDA
Miscellaneous Publication No. 631.
Sims, Alan NR (2001) (Stockholm International Peace Research
Institute). The Evolution of Biological Disarmament, Oxford University
Press 45-50.
(2001) Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production
and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and
on Their Destruction.
Zanders JP (2004) Research Policies, BW Development & Disarmament,
Conference: "Ethical Implications of Scientific Research on Bioweapons
and Prevention of Bioterrorism", European Commission, via Bio
Weapons Prevention Project.
Regalado A (2016) Top U.S. Intelligence Official Calls Gene Editing a
WMD Threat. MIT Technology.

Volume 9 • Issue 1 • 1000156

